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Lesson 10
Ephesians 5:1-20
I Verses 1-2
Therefore be imitators of God as dear children. 2And walk in love, as Christ also has loved us and given Himself for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweet-smelling aroma. 
A “Therefore” is oon
: accordingly, likewise 
1 This is referring back to what was just said (4:32), “And be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God in Christ forgave you.” 

B “Be imitators” in the Greek reads, “Be ye becoming imitators.”

1 This indicates an ongoing process as the fruits of the Spirit grow and we are transformed by beholding our Father.

C “As dear children” is tekna agapēta, "children beloved." "As" is hōs; "the comparative particle points to the manner or character in which the imitation is to be made good, and indicates at the same time a reason for it. They are children of God, experiencing His love. -Wuest

1 God is our Father. We are to imitate Him as beloved children imitate their parents. This comes from the inside out, we, cooperating with His Holy Spirit.
a We imitate him not in order to BE dear (beloved), BUT BECAUSE WE ARE BELOVED.

b Love as He loves.

c Give as He gives.

d Be gracious and forgiving as He is gracious and forgiving.

e Let our words bring grace to the hearer as His words bring grace to us.
2 If someone has a negative image of God the Father, that will be reflected in how they treat others. If they see God as harsh and vindictive, it is very likely that they will feel justified treating others in the same way.

a This can help us in dealing with difficult people. The only hope for someone who lack lacks love is to learn that God loves them and what this love looks like.

3 The word “beloved” is only used in the New Testament for Jesus, the Jewish Nation, and born again believers. God loves the whole world, but we are His BELOVED children.                                                                                             Romans 8:32
He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not with Him also freely give us all things?
a He gave His Son for the whole world. He gives His beloved children Jesus and ALL THINGS.

D “Walk” in the Greek is “be ye walking”. This means to behave in such a way, to be occupied with, to tread all around/walk at large. 
This verb "PERIPATEO" (walk) occurs a total of ninety-six times in the New Testament. It is translated "walk" ninety-three times, "go" one time, "walk about" one time, and "be occupied" one time. This word contains the idea of regulating, conducting, and living one's life in a particular manner. In this verse, Paul's admonishment to believers is to conduct their lives continually in love, for God is love (1 Jn 4:8). AWMI
E Walk in love. 
1 Be occupied with love. Behave in such a way that reflects God’s love

2 Wuest: “Be constantly ordering your behavior within the sphere of love.”
F Walk in love in the same way Jesus loved us—giving Himself for us.
1 Jesus commanded us to “love one another AS I have loved you.” There is no greater love than to give one’s life for a friend. We obviously can’t die more than once, but we can love sacrificially.
It does not merely mean that Christ died for us, for our benefit, but He died instead of us, in our place. He substituted for us, receiving the full impact of the divine wrath against sin. -Wuest

2 Corinthians 2:14
But thanks be to God, who always leads us in triumph in Christ, and manifests through us the sweet aroma of the knowledge of Him in every place.
G Christ’s sacrifice pleased the Father. When we love each other in this way, we bring pleasure to our Father.
1 Any parent knows how grievous it is to have children who are always quarreling and how beautiful and precious it is when their children are getting along or when one child does something kind to the other.
H It is easy to see this command as an external law and get all tied up in knots trying really hard to love people. However, love is a fruit of the Spirit. In other words, love grows. Also, we are taught that “We love BECAUSE He first loved us.” As we begin to learn of His love for us, we find loving each other much easier.
II  Verses 3-4  (Greek definitions added within parenthesis)                                                                                  
But fornication (porneia: harlotry, including adultery and incest) and all uncleanness (impurity, physically or morally) or covetousness (fraud, extortion, greed) let it not even be named among you, as is fitting for saints; 4 neither filthiness (shamefulness, obscenity), nor foolish talking (silly talk, that is bafoonery) nor coarse jesting (vulgar wit), which are not fitting (proper), but rather giving of thanks (grateful language to God as worship). 
A Paul is saying that instead of these behaviors, live as beloved children who imitate their Father. These are behaviors that do not reflect the actions of the Father. They are the works of the Satan and the flesh. When we allow ourselves to live under the law, these areas will be strengthened. When we live under grace and love, we demonstrate the fruits of the Spirit.                                    
1 Corinthians 15:6                                                                                                           The strength (dunamis) of sin is the law.   
Galatians 5:16-22 
Walk in the Spirit, and you shall not fulfill the lust of the flesh. 17 For the flesh lusts against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; and these are contrary to one another, so that you do not do the things that you wish. 18 But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the law. 19 Now the works of the flesh (IN OTHER WORDS, THOSE WHO ARE UNDER THE LAW)  are evident, which are: adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lewdness, 20 idolatry, sorcery, hatred, contentions, jealousies, outbursts of wrath, selfish ambitions, dissensions, heresies, 21 envy, murders, drunkenness, revelries, and the like; of which I tell you beforehand, just as I also told you in time past, that those who practice such things will not inherit the kingdom of God. 22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, self-control. Against such there is no law. 24 And those who are Christ’s have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. 25 If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit.
Vs. 3 The moral life of the Graeco-Roman world had sunk so low that, while protests against the prevailing corruption were never entirely wanting, fornication had long come to be regarded as a matter of moral indifference, and was indulged in without shame or scruple, not only by the mass, but by philosophers and men of distinction who in other respects led exemplary lives." The word porneia was used of illicit sexual intercourse in general.-Wuest
Vs. 4 "Jesting" is eutrapelia. Vincent says: "Only here in the N.T. From eu, 'well' or 'easily,' and trepō, 'to turn.' The sense of the word here is polished and witty speech as the instrument of sin; refinement and versatility without the flavor of Christian grace.-Wuest
B Again, Paul gives a better alternative to our old way of life. Because of what God has done in Christ, we are well able to choose life. INSTEAD of letting garbage come out of your mouth, GIVE THANKS.                                  
Psalm 19:14
Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart                                                               Be acceptable in Your sight, O LORD, my strength and my Redeemer.       
Psalm 34:1                                                                                                                       I will bless the LORD at all times;
His praise shall continually be in my mouth.                                                 
1 Thessalonians 5:16-18                                                                                               Rejoice always, 17 pray without ceasing, 18 in everything give thanks; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.

III   Verses 5-7 (Greek definitions added within parenthesis)                                                                                   
For this you know, that no fornicator (whoremonger, male prostitute), unclean person (impure, lewd, demonic, foul), nor covetous man (eager for gain, a defrauder), who is an idolater (an image worshipper), has any inheritance (patrimony, heirship, possession) in the kingdom of Christ and God. 6 Let no one deceive (cheat) you with empty words, for because of these things the wrath (anger, indignation, vengeance) of God comes (is coming) upon the sons of disobedience (obstinate and rebellious unbelief). 7 Therefore do not be partakers (participants) with them.   
A We are not to take part in the lifestyle of the sons of disobedience for we are the beloved children of our Father who is holy. Our end is life. Their end is destruction.

B We are NOT sons of disobedience when we disobey. We remain sons of God. What Paul is saying is that it is completely ridiculous for a son of God who has an inheritance in Christ to behave like those who are sons of Satan.
The word "children" is huios, "sons," a Hebraism, calling a person having a certain quality, a son of that quality.-Wuest
Sin doesn't make Christians sinners any more than good acts make sinners saints. AWMI

Vs. 6 "Vain" (empty in the NKJV) is kenos, "empty, hollow." These words were empty, hollow, without the substance of truth or reality. They were "plausible, but devoid of truth, and employed to palliate heathen vices"-Wuest
C We have an inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and God.
IV  Verse 8                                                                                                         
For you were once (in past times) darkness (shadiness, obscurity), but now (presently, henceforth and hereafter) you are light (luminousness, shining) in the Lord
. Walk (live, deport/behave as, be occupied with, walk about) as children (daughters and sons) of light (luminousness, shining)  
A We WERE darkness.
B NOW, we are light in the Lord.
The word "light" is phōs, referring to light itself, not a mere lamp. Expositors says: 
"The completeness of the change is indicated again by the use of the abstract term — so possessed and penetrated were they by that truth that they could be described not simply as enlightened but as themselves now light. And this 'in the Lord,' for it was in virtue of their fellowship with Christ that this new apprehension of things came to them, transforming their lives."-Wuest

 Paul did not say that we were getting more and more light from the Lord, but that we are, right now, light in the Lord. AWMI

C Since we are no longer darkness, but rather light, we should walk as children of light and discover what pleases God.
V  Verses 9-10 
For the fruit of the Spirit is in all goodness, righteousness, and truth, 10 finding out what is acceptable (fully agreeable, well-pleasing) to the Lord. 
A The NASB reads, “For the fruit of the Light consists in all goodness and righteousness and truth.”

Vs. 8 Many people argue for holiness in order to obtain relationship with God. Paul was advocating holiness because of the relationship with God that we already have. It's the nature of Christians to walk in the light and not in darkness. If Christians were rightly informed of who they are and what they have in Christ, holiness would just naturally flow out of them. It's their nature. AWMI

Vs. 10 "Proving" (finding out) is dokimazō, "to put to the test for the purpose of approving, and having found that the thing tested meets the specifications laid down by the test, then to place one's sanction or approval on the thing or person tested." "Acceptable" is euareston, "well-pleasing."-Wuest
10 And try to learn [in your experience] what is pleasing to the Lord [let your lives be constant proofs of what is most acceptable to Him].AMPLIFIED
VI    Verses 11-14                                                                                         
And have no (nothing, never, none) fellowship (share in company with, co—participate in, partake of) with the unfruitful (barren) works of darkness (shadiness, obscurity), but rather expose (admonish, convict, convince, tell a fault, rebuke, reprove) them. 12 For it is shameful even to speak (talk about, describe, boast) of those things which are done by them in secret. 13 But all things that are exposed are made manifest by the light (to shine or make manifest, especially by rays, luminousness) , for whatever makes manifest is light.
   
“Awake, you who sleep, 
Arise from the dead, 
Christ will give you light (illumination, shall give the your own light, or give to you light).” 
The instruction in this verse is not to shun unbelievers, but rather not to participate in their ungodly deeds. In fact, it is important to notice that the "works of darkness" are what we are to avoid, not the people who are doing these acts.-AWMI
“And stop having fellowship with the unfruitful works of this darkness, but rather be rebuking them so as to bring out confession and conviction, for concerning the things done in secret by them, it is shameful to be speaking.-Wuest Expanded Translation
A The world does not want to come to the light because their deeds are evil.
John 3:17-21

“For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world through Him might be saved.18 He who believes in Him is not condemned; but he who does not believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God. 19 And this is the condemnation, that the light has come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil.20 For everyone practicing evil hates the light and does not come to the light, lest his deeds should be exposed. 21 But he who does the truth comes to the light, that his deeds may be clearly seen, that they have been done in God.”

VII   Verses 15-16                                                                                  
See then that you walk circumspectly (exactly, diligently, perfectly), not as fools but as wise, 16 redeeming the time
, because the days are evil. 
A When we were in darkness, we walked around like blind fools. We didn’t know what we were doing. Maybe we thought we did, but we were mistaken.
B Now, we can walk deliberately.
C Redeeming the time is not referring to making the best use of every minute of our lives, rather to the opportunities that come to us.

"Time" is not chronos, "time as such," but kairos, "time as regarded in its strategic, epoch-making, seasonable, opportune seasons." The idea is not to make best use of time as such, which is what we should do in the sense of not wasting it, but of taking advantage of the opportunities that present themselves.-Wuest
VIII    Verse 17                                                                               
Therefore do not be unwise (foolish, mindless, stupid, ignorant, egotistic, rash, unbelieving), but understand what the will of the Lord is. 

A It is not reasonable that a believer would ever be characterized as foolish, mindless, stupid, ignorant, egotistic, rash or unbelieving!
B DON’T BE A FOOL!                                                                                
Proverbs 12:15
The way of a fool is right in his own eyes, 
But he who heeds counsel is wise.                                                                                                        Proverbs 14:16                                                                                        
A wise man fears and departs from evil, 
But a fool rages and is self-confident.                                                                                             Proverbs 17:12
Let a man meet a bear robbed of her cubs, 
Rather than a fool in his folly.                                                                                                      Proverbs 20:3
It is honorable for a man to stop striving, 
Since any fool can start a quarrel.  
Proverbs 26:11
As a dog returns to his own vomit, 
So a fool repeats his folly.
IX   Verses 18                                                                                         
And do not be drunk with wine, in which is dissipation; but be filled with the Spirit, 
A Again, Paul is giving us an alternative. Instead of that…do this. His point isn’t about wine, it’s about drunkenness, and the alternative to drunkenness is being filled with the Spirit.
1 “Drunk”: Homer, where he is describing the stretching of a bull's hide, which in order to make it more elastic, is soaked (methuskō) with fat." The word, therefore, refers to the condition of a person in which he is soaked with wine.-Wuest
2 Filled: pleroo denotes (1) "to make full, to fill to the full"; in the passive voice, "to be filled, made full"-Vine’s
a Here, the meaning is “be ye being filled”. Notice Who is doing the filling. It is not through our own efforts but by the Spirit with our cooperation.
X  Verses 18-20                                                                                                         
But be filled with the Spirit, 19 speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord, 20 giving thanks always for all things to God the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
A Much emphasis is usually placed on not being drunk, and well, it should be, but seldom do we teach the alternative, leaving a sort of vacuum for some. So, what does Paul say we should do INSTEAD OF GETTING DRUNK WITH WINE?
1 Be ye (plural) being filled with the Spirit
2 Speak to each other in psalms.
3 Speak to each other in hymns.
4 Speak to each other in spiritual songs.
5 Sing and make melody in your heart to the Lord.
6 Give thanks always for all things to God the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.
B Notice Paul does not say here or anywhere in Scripture that instead of being drunk with wine we should be “drunk” in the Spirit. We are to be sober. The Holy Spirit does not cause people to behave foolishly or as a drunk. He just said in the preceding verses not to behave that way. We are to behave in a wise manner.
� Unless otherwise noted definitions are from Strong’s and/or the online Greek Interlinear translation (www.scripture4all.org).
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