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Ephesians 1:1-14
Verse 1

Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, to the saints who are at Ephesus and who are faithful in Christ Jesus: 

A. Paul was first and foremost an apostle of Jesus Christ. His reason for ministry was our Lord. He did not give himself this designation as an apostle (“sent one”), but his calling was from God. The Greek word here for “will” is "thelema" which means “determination, choice, desire, pleasure, or will”. It was God’s determination, not man’s. It was His desire and pleasure to make Paul an apostle. Paul immediately sets forth that his ministry and authority are not from himself or other men, but from God.
Galatians 1:1 
Paul, an apostle (not sent from men nor through the agency of man, but through Jesus Christ and God the Father, who raised Him from the dead)

B. “Saints” is the Greek word “hagios” which means "pure, blameless, and holy". We are pure, blameless, holy, and pure, not because of our own efforts but because of the working of Jesus.
2 Corinthians 5:21
God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.
C. The word “faithful” IN the Greek word “pistos” and is not only translated as faithful in the New Testament, but also often as “believing” (along with “sure” and “pure” less frequently). In fact the word “pistos” means all of the above. This puts an interesting twist on our traditional thoughts of what it means to be “faithful”. Usually we think of a faithful person as someone who executes well his duties, thus a sort of works mentality sneaks in. However, to God someone who believes is doing what He requires, and it is the believing that produces the good works, and not the good works producing the title of faithful. This makes perfect sense because one who is faithful is one who is full of faith. If you are full of faith, then you are believing. This verse can therefore be translated: “To the saints who are at Ephesus and who are believing in Christ Jesus.”
John 6:28-29
Then they asked him, "What must we do to do the works God requires?" 29 Jesus answered, "The work of God is this: to believe in the one he has sent." 
1 John 3:23
And this is his command: to believe in the name of his Son, Jesus Christ, and to love one another as he commanded us.
Verse 2

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

A. “Grace” in the Greek is “charis” and refers to God’s favor and pleasure toward us. Grace is to us from God our Father and our Lord Jesus Christ. It is by grace through faith that we are saved. Grace can be seen as God reaching out to undeserving man. It is through grace that we have our right standing with God and not through our own efforts. When we begin to think that we are able to improve our standing with God by what we do and don’t do, or if we believe God thinks less of us because we haven’t met some standard that we or some religious tradition has set, we fall from grace.

Ephesians 2:8-9                                                                                                     
For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; 9 not as a result of works, so that no one may boast. 

1) Because our salvation (righteousness, holiness, sanctification, forgiveness, etc.) is by God’s grace, ONLY HE MAY RECEIVE PRAISE FOR IT.
Galatians 2:16, 20, 21
Nevertheless knowing that a man is not justified (made righteous) by the works of the Law but through faith in Christ Jesus, even we have believed in Christ Jesus, so that we may be justified by faith in Christ and not by the works of the Law; since by the works of the Law no flesh will be justified… 20 I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself up for me. 21I do not nullify the grace of God, for if righteousness comes through the Law, then Christ died needlessly. 

2) This is very important. When we begin to think that our spiritual disciplines and obedience make us righteous, we make Christ death of no value.
Galatians 5:4
You who are trying to be justified (made righteous) by law have been alienated from Christ; you have fallen away from grace.

B. Grace cannot be understated when we consider scripture. It is more than a mere greeting. When Paul said, “Grace and peace to you,” he was not just wishing the hearers well, he was imparting a blessing. Paul did not see grace and peace as features of Christianity, but the gospel. 
Acts 20:24
However, I consider my life worth nothing to me, if only I may finish the race and complete the task the Lord Jesus has given me—the task of testifying to the gospel of God's grace.
C. “Peace” is “eirene” in the Greek from which we get the name “Irene”. “Eirene” means, “peace, quietness, rest, and implies prosperity and oneness”. Again this peace, prosperity, quietness, rest, and oneness come from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. The gospel is the good news about God making peace with man.
Ephesians 6:15
…having shod your feet with the preparation of the gospel of peace

D. God is at peace with us, not at war. He is on our side, not against us. This peace is not conditional. It is given to us based on our right standing with Christ. 
Romans 5:1, 2, 9
Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2 through whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in which we now stand. And we rejoice in the hope of the glory of God… 9 Since we have now been justified by his blood, how much more shall we be saved from God's wrath through him! 10 For if, when we were God's enemies, we were reconciled to him through the death of his Son, how much more, having been reconciled, shall we be saved through his life! 
E. This peace does not come and go. It is ours always. Even when life or circumstances are anything but peaceful, we have peace.
John 14:27
Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.
 
Verse 3

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ, 

A. “Blessed” in the Greek is “eulogetos” and means "blessed or adorable". Adore is defined as “to worship”. To adore God, means to worship Him. So Paul is offering worship to God for the blessings He has bestowed on His children, and then goes on to list them.
B. The second “blessed” is a verb closely related to eulogetos. It is eulogeō and means “to speak well of, that is, to bless (thank or invoke a benediction upon, prosper): - bless, praise.”
1) God has spoken a blessing upon us to bless and prosper us.
C. “Blessing” is eulogia and means “fine speaking, that is, elegance of language; commendation (“eulogy”), that is, (reverentially) adoration; religiously, benediction; by implication consecration; by extension benefit or largess: - blessing (a matter of) bounty (X –tifully).
1) God, who is worthy of our blessing/worship, has spoken a blessing of spiritual commendation and adoration and consecration and bountiful prosperity.
The same Greek word for "blessed" is used, but in a different form. When we bless God, we praise Him, speak well of Him. When He blesses us, it is not that He speaks us good but He does us good. Our blessing is in word. His is in deed. He confers benefits upon us. Expositors says, "In word and thought we bless God because in deed and positive effect He blesses us."

D. The other word often used in scripture that is translated “blessed” is “makarios” and means “supremely blessed, fortunate, happy” (i.e. the Beatitudes).
E. Notice that “who has blessed us” is in the PAST TENSE. God has already blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ. Some commentators insist that these blessings “do not include health, wealth, and prosperity”
 and they especially do not believe that these blessings would include material blessings (as contrasted to “spiritual” blessings. In doing so, they completely ignore that all gifts that come from God are spiritual and they include all things we need in this life. All of these things are indeed supernaturally provided, and thus to be considered part of our spiritual blessings. 

Alford and Vincent concur in the teaching that the word "spiritual" describes the blessings, not as spiritual as contrasted to physical, but to blessings produced and given us by the Holy Spirit.-Wuest


1) Peter gives us even a clearer picture that our blessings and promises include all that His Spirit provides.
2 Peter 1:2-4
Grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord; 3 seeing that His divine power has granted to us everything pertaining to life and godliness, through the true knowledge of Him who called us by His own glory and excellence.  4 For by these He has granted to us His precious and magnificent promises, so that by them you may become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world by lust. 
2) These blessings are ours now. We need only believe. 
3) We have these blessings because of what Jesus did, not based on what we do. He gives. We receive. It is because we are in Him that we are blessed.

'In Him lay the cause that God blessed us with every spiritual blessing, since His act of redemption is the meritorious cause of this divine bestowal of blessing' (Meyer)."
Verse 4

just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we would be holy and blameless before Him (in love)
A. Before the world was created God made some decisions, and one of them was that those who received Him would be holy and blameless.
The Greek word translated "without blame" is amōmos, "without blemish," free from faultiness, as a sacrificial animal without spot or blemish (Lev. 22:21), or as the Lamb of God (1 Peter 1:19). Wuest
The words, "before Him," are katenōpion autou., namely, "to see down in." The word speaks of a penetrating gaze that sees right down into a thing…This refers to a present, searching gaze of God into the inner character of the saint, not to a future judgment at the Judgment Seat of Christ. And it is not a searching gaze conducted in a critical attitude which looks for faults, but a satisfied, delighted contemplation of the reflection of the holiness and spotlessness of the Lord Jesus in the character of the saint.-Wuest

B. This is not something we do. It is something that Jesus accomplished for us on the cross for we could never make ourselves holy and blameless enough to come before the Almighty God. In other words, we don’t live holy TO BECOME holy. We live holy BECAUSE we are holy.
We were chosen out from amongst mankind before the foundation laying of the universe, "that we should be holy and without blame before Him." We must be careful to note that the words "that we should be" do not refer to an obligation put upon a Christian to be holy and without blame in his Christian experience.-Wuest

C. He is our righteousness, our holiness, our sanctification, and only through Him can we stand blameless and spotless before Him. This blessing is the basis for holy living, and not the other way around.
Colossians 1:21-23                                                                                                        
And although you were formerly alienated and hostile in mind, engaged in evil deeds, 22 yet He has now reconciled you in His fleshly body through death, in order to present you before Him holy and blameless and beyond reproach—23 if indeed you continue in the faith firmly established and steadfast, and not moved away from the hope of the gospel that you have heard, which was proclaimed in all creation under heaven, and of which I, Paul, was made a minister. 

1) “Continue in the faith” means to continue having faith in Christ. We must become firmly established in this faith so that we will not be moved away from the hope of our eternal redemption.
2) Paul was made a minister of the “gospel of grace”. Our hope is in the fact that we are saved by grace through faith resulting in eternal life.
Verse  (4) 5

In love 5 He predestined
 us to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the kind intention of His will, 

A. It was God’s plan MOTIVATED BY LOVE that those who would receive Christ as their Lord would be adopted by God as sons. Adopted children have the same rights as other children.

B. “Kind intention” (eudokia) is “satisfaction, delight, good pleasure, kind intention, purpose, desire”. It was God’s good pleasure, his kind intention, His delight, purpose, and satisfaction to adopt us as sons through Jesus Christ.
John 3:16
For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.
Verse 6

to the praise of the glory of His grace, which He freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. 
A. Again, Paul is praising what God has done for us.

B. HIS GRACE is freely bestowed upon us. 
“Freely bestowed’ is from the Greek word “charitoo” which means “to grace, that is, indue with special honor: - make accepted, be highly favoured.”
4) “Charitoo4” is only used one other time in the New Testament in Luke 1:28 where the angel of the Lord calls Mary “highly favored one”.
5)  NKJV reads: “to the praise of the glory of His grace, by which He made us accepted in the Beloved.”

6) The AMPLIFIED reads “ [So that we might be] to the praise and the commendation of His glorious grace (favor and mercy), which He so freely bestowed on us in the Beloved.

Verse 7 (8)

In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of His grace 8 which He lavished on us. 
A. Redemption means to purchase us back. We, in Adam, sold out to Satan. God in His mercy purchased us back with the blood of His Son. This redemption is eternal.
Hebrews 9:11-12
But Christ came as High Priest of the good things to come, with the greater and more perfect tabernacle not made with hands, that is, not of this creation. 12 Not with the blood of goats and calves, but with His own blood He entered the Most Holy Place once for all, having obtained eternal redemption.
This redemption is defined as "the forgiveness of sins." The word "forgiveness" is aphesis from aphiēmi, "to send from one's self, to send away, to bid go away or depart." The noun aphesis, used in relation to "sins," means "a release, the letting them go as if they had not been committed, thus, forgiveness, a remission of their penalty" (Thayer).

B. This redemption includes the forgiveness of all trespasses not just former sins.
I John 1:7-8, 11-12, 14
But if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin. 8 If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
Romans 6:6
Knowing this, that our old self was crucified with Him, in order that our body of sin might be done away with, so that we would no longer be slaves to sin; 7 for he who has died is freed from sin… 11 Even so consider yourselves to be dead to sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus.12 Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body so that you obey its lusts, 14 For sin shall not be master over you, for you are not under law but under grace.
1) We falsely conclude that more laws and formulas will free us from sin, but the opposite is actually true. Law strengthens sin. The very reason we are free from sin is because we are NOT under law, but under GRACE.
1 Corinthians 15:56
The sting of death is sin, and the strength (dunamis) of sin is the law.
C. This was not done by our works, but by the riches of His grace which He lavished on us. Lavished (perisseuo) means “superaboud, be in excess”. God did not give his grace in measure. He lavished it on us. Some have said that we can only have the amount of grace we need for each day (as if we need to go get that grace), but God superabounded His grace on us; gave us much more grace than we could ever use.
Romans 5:20
The Law came in so that the transgression would increase; but where sin increased, grace abounded (superabounded, exceeded) all the more.
That is, God's grace was manifested to us in superabundance. It is an oversize grace. It is more than enough to save and keep saved for time and eternity, every sinner who comes to God in Christ Jesus. Paul uses this same verb in Rom. 5:20 but prefixes the preposition huper, which preposition means "above," and the translation reads; "Where sin existed in abundance (pleonazō), grace existed in super-abundance, and then some on top of that."-Wuest

The words "according to" are the translation of kata, a. preposition which in its local meaning has the idea of "down." The word "down" speaks of domination. The word "domination" speaks of control. The degree of this forgiveness was controlled, dominated by the riches, (ploutos) wealth, abundance, plenitude of God's grace.-Wuest
Verse (8) 9
In all wisdom and insight 9 He made known to us the mystery of His will, according to His kind intention which He purposed in Him 

A. God reveals his mysteries to those who are in Christ. He doesn’t hide them from us as do some religions. We have the mind of Christ. He speaks to us mysteries that only believers can understand. 
1 Corinthians 2:7-16
But we speak the wisdom of God in a mystery, the hidden wisdom which God ordained before the ages for our glory, 8 which none of the rulers of this age knew; for had they known, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory.
9 But as it is written:
“Eye has not seen, nor ear heard,
Nor have entered into the heart of man
The things which God has prepared for those who love Him.” 

10 But God has revealed them to us through His Spirit. For the Spirit searches all things, yes, the deep things of God. 11 For what man knows the things of a man except the spirit of the man which is in him? Even so no one knows the things of God except the Spirit of God. 12 Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, that we might know the things that have been freely given to us by God.
13 These things we also speak, not in words which man’s wisdom teaches but which the Holy Spirit teaches, comparing spiritual things with spiritual. 14 But the natural man does not receive the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him; nor can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned. 15 But he who is spiritual judges all things, yet he himself is rightly judged by no one. 16 For “who has known the mind of the Lord that he may instruct Him?” But we have the mind of Christ.
B. The mystery of His will is that Christ would live in our hearts by faith, that we would be adopted by God the Father, that we would stand holy and blameless before Him, and of the revelation of the super-abounding nature of His grace toward us.
C. God revealed His truths to us because of the “kind intention of His will” (according to His good pleasure), which means it was His good pleasure to reveal these truths to those who believe on the Son.

This will or desire is "according to His good pleasure." The words "according to" are Kata, the preposition meaning "down" and suggesting domination. This desire on God's part is dominated by His good pleasure (eudokia). This Greek word is made up of dokeō, "to seem, to be accounted." It is often used in the question, "What does it seem to you?" The word eu means "well, to be well off, to prosper." Thus eudokia means "that which seems good or well" to one. God's good pleasure, therefore, is not an arbitrary whim of a sovereign, but represents that which in the wisdom and love of God would contribute most to the well-being and blessing of the saints. The word means "will, choice, delight, pleasure, satisfaction." In the case of God, all these are dictated by what is good or well. Thus, the delight, pleasure, and satisfaction which God has in blessing the saints is found in the fact that what He does for them is dictated by what is good for them.-Wuest
Verse 10 
with a view to an administration suitable to the fullness of the times, that is, the summing up of all things in Christ, things in the heavens and things on the earth. 

A. Paul is speaking of a time yet to come. Wuest explains verse 10 this way:
Vincent says… “God contemplates a regathering, a restoration to that former condition when all things were in perfect unity, and normally combined to serve God's ends. This unity was broken by sin. Man's fall involved the unintelligent creation (Rom. 8:20). The mystery of God's will includes the restoration of this unity in and through Christ; one kingdom on earth and in heaven — a new heaven and a new earth in which shall dwell righteousness, and 'the creation shall be delivered from the bondage of corruption into the liberty of the glory of the children of God.' "  

The purpose of God, therefore, is with a view to the administration that has to do with the completion of the seasons. At the close of the Messianic Kingdom, the Great White Throne judgment will take place at which all lost human beings, fallen angels, and demons will be judged. The material universe cursed by sin will be brought back to its pristine state, the saved of the human race will live on the new earth, and the endless eternal ages will begin. This is what is meant by an administration of the completion of the seasons. God will accomplish all this restoration work in and through the Lord Jesus and His atoning death on the Cross. He is the Head, the center around which God revolves everything He does in relation to sin and salvation.

Verse (10) 11

In Him 11also we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to His purpose who works all things after the counsel of His will, 

A. We have obtained an inheritance, but interestingly and marvelously, this is not what the best Greek texts translate.
The best Greek texts have, not, "we have obtained an inheritance," but "we were made an inheritance," or, "we were designated as a heritage." Thus, the saints are God's heritage, His possession through the work of Christ on the Cross.

The translation reads "in whom we were made an inheritance, having been previously marked out (for this) according to the purpose of His will."-Wuest

Ephesians 1:11 Amplied

In Him we also were made [God’s] heritage (portion) and we obtained an inheritance; for we had been foreordained (chosen and appointed beforehand) in accordance with His purpose, Who works out everything in agreement with the counsel and design of His [own] will
Ephesians 1:11 American Standard Version

In whom also we were made a heritage, having been foreordained according to the purpose of him who worketh all things after the counsel of his will;
B. Again, those who believe in Him are predestined to be an inheritance and to obtain an inheritance. Through Christ, we are redeemed to God. We are the heritage of His redemption.
C. His purposes work all things after the counsel of His will. His purpose will be accomplished. They were accomplished at the cross, they will be accomplished in our lives, and they will be accomplished for all eternity.

Verse 12 
to the end that we who were the first to hope in Christ would be to the praise of His glory. 

A. “The first to hope in Christ” 
1) “Hope” used here is not the word commonly translated “hope” for it is used only once in the New Testament. It is proelpizō: to hope in advance of other confirmation: - first trust; 
2)  “Proelpikotas” which has the literal translation of “ones having before expected”. It was primarily the Jews who hoped for Christ in advance of His coming although we know that non-Jews also sought after the one true God. Other translations pick up the meaning of “propelpizo”: 
American Standard Version
To the end that we should be unto the praise of his glory, we who had before hoped in Christ:                                                                                                      
Darby Bible Translation
That we should be to the praise of his glory who have pre-trusted in the Christ.
B. We are to the praise of His glory because of what Jesus has accomplished. Again, Paul is giving God praise for what God has accomplished in us trhough His Son.

Verse 13-14
In Him, you also, after listening to the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation--having also believed, you were sealed in Him with the Holy Spirit of promise, 14 who is given as a pledge of our inheritance, with a view to the redemption of God's own possession, to the praise of His glory. 

A. The word “seal” (sphragizo) means “to stamp as if with a signet ring (a personal ring identifying the owner) for security purposes or preservation”. The Holy Spirit stamps us with God’s personal identification. We are His now. This seal signifies a “finished transaction, ownership, and security”.
 Nothing and no one can take us out of the hands of God.
Romans 8:35, 37-39
Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?... 37 Yet in all these things we are more than conquerors through Him who loved us. 38 For I am persuaded that neither death nor life, nor angels nor principalities nor powers, nor things present nor things to come, 39 nor height nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able to separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

B. The term “after that” (in the KJV) likely refers to something that happens at the same time.
 In other words, as you believed, you were sealed (because of course you would not be sealed until you believed, but believing brought about the seal, so it was nearly simultaneous).

C. An opposing extreme view is that “after that” makes reference to the baptism of the Holy Spirit (with the evidence of speaking in tongues). If one took this view it would mean that only Christians who have been baptized with the Holy Spirit are sealed, and this is ridiculous, setting up a sort of class system…the sealed and unsealed.
1) The truth is the Holy Spirit is the agent by which we are baptized into the body of Christ. At that moment we are ALL sealed.
I Corinthians 12:12-13
For as the body is one and has many members, but all the members of that one body, being many, are one body, so also is Christ. 13 For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free—and have all been made to drink into one Spirit.
a) The baptism of the Holy Spirit IS an experience subsequent to salvation, but its stated purpose is not to seal the believer but to endue him with power from on high.
Acts 1:8
“But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”
D. The Holy Spirit is given to all believers as a pledge of our inheritance. It is our guarantee, our down payment, like an engagement ring. It is the proof that we are His and the promise that we will one day be with Him for eternity.
I Corinthians 5:1-8
For we know that if our earthly house, this tent, is destroyed, we have a building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. 2 For in this we groan, earnestly desiring to be clothed with our habitation which is from heaven, 3 if indeed, having been clothed, we shall not be found naked. 4 For we who are in this tent groan, being burdened, not because we want to be unclothed, but further clothed, that mortality may be swallowed up by life. 5 Now He who has prepared us for this very thing is God, who also has given us the Spirit as a guarantee. 6 So we are always confident, knowing that while we are at home in the body we are absent from the Lord. 7 For we walk by faith, not by sight. 8 We are confident, yes, well pleased rather to be absent from the body and to be present with the Lord.
E. We are already redeemed by God for we have been purchased with the blood of Jesus. However, there is a future redemption that will take place in the end when we will be completely liberated and live with him forever. The Amplified Bible makes verse 14 abundantly clear.
That [Spirit] is the guarantee of our inheritance [the firstfruits, the pledge and foretaste, the down payment on our heritage], in anticipation of its full redemption and our acquiring [complete] possession of it—to the praise of His glory.
F. Notice that Paul repeats “to the praise of His glory”. This event will be so wonderful, just the thought of it brings praise. 

Ephesians 1:1-14 Summary

The knowledge of who we are IN HIM. All of these are our by grace through faith.
· vs. 2   We have grace from God.
· vs. 2   We have peace from God.

· vs. 3   We have every spiritual blessing. 

· vs. 4   We are chosen to be holy before Him.

· vs. 4   We are chose to be without blame before Him.
· vs. 5   We are His children.

· vs. 6   We are accepted, highly favored.

· vs. 7   We have redemption/the forgiveness of sins.

· vs. 8   He made the riches of His grace superabound toward us.

· vs. 9   He made known the knowledge of the mystery of His will.

· vs. 11 We are God's inheritance and we have obtained an inheritance.
· vs. 12 He predestined that we should be to the praise of His glory.

· vs. 13 We were sealed with the Holy Spirit.
· vs. 14 The Holy Spirit is the pledge of our ultimate redemption. 
It is not correct to strive to obtain these things. HE is the one who have FREELY GIVEN (GRACIOUSLY GRACED) us with them in love through his son. Subsequently, Jesus gets all the glory and praise, and we cannot boast.

1 Corinthians 1:30-31 

But by His doing you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, and righteousness and sanctification, and redemption, 31 so that, just as it is written, "LET HIM WHO BOASTS, BOAST IN THE LORD."
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� Wuest's Word Studies - Wuest's Word Studies – Volume 1: Word Studies in the Greek New Testament.


� The NKJV Study Bible, normally an excellent commentary makes this comment for Eph. 1:3.


� Predestination 


Predestination is a topic that can bring on debate among Christians. Calvinists take on the extreme that God decided beforehand who would be saved and who would not. Armenians believe that anyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved. Others take a middle-of-the road approach saying that of course, it is a choice man makes, but once he is saved, he realizes he was predestined. We believe that many scriptures declare that “whoever” believes in Him will not perish, that anyone who comes to Christ will be accepted, and that predestination does not refer to certain preordained ones being chosen. Actually, if you look closely at the words, it doesn’t say that certain people are chosen or predestined to be saved, but rather it is saying that all those who are saved are chosen to be “holy and blameless before Him” or to be “adopted as sons”. Anyone can therefore receive Christ as Savior, and all who do, have a destiny that was already chosen for them before the foundation of the world. It means that this is always what God had in mind, to redeem man and make him holy and blameless by grace and adopt all who come to Him as His own children.


� Scofield Study System NASB, note on verse 1:13


� Foulkes, pg. 64-65
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