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Lesson Two
Ephesians 2:11-22


Verses 11-12                                                                                               
Therefore remember that formerly you, the Gentiles in the flesh, who are called "Uncircumcision" by the so-called "Circumcision," which is performed in the flesh by human hands—12 remember that you were at that time separate from Christ, excluded from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world. 
A The uncircumcision was an unkind reference made by the Jews of the Gentiles. Paul points out that circumcision takes place by human instruments.

B He reminds the Gentile believers that before Christ they (we) were separate from Christ, and from the commonwealth of Israel.

C They (we) were strangers to the promise of the Messiah.
D They (we) had no hope.

E They (we) were without God in the world.
F We have the real circumcision not just the shadow
Romans 2:28-29
For he is not a Jew who is one outwardly, nor is circumcision that which is outward in the flesh.29But he is a Jew who is one inwardly; and circumcision is that which is of the heart, by the Spirit, not by the letter; and his praise is not from men, but from God.

Verse 13                                                                                            
But now in Christ Jesus you who formerly were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ. 
A Before the cross, the Gentiles, we, were far off from God and His promises.

B Now, we are brought near by the blood of Jesus. We enter the Holiest by His blood at salvation.
Hebrews 10:19-22
Therefore, brethren, having boldness to enter the Holiest by the blood of Jesus, 20 by a new and living way which He consecrated for us, through the veil, that is, His flesh, 21 and having a High Priest over the house of God, 22 let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith.”
This entering into the Holy of Holies which the Messiah inaugurated for sinners was by way of a freshly-slain and living road, and this road went "through the veil, that is to say, His flesh." The inner veil of the tabernacle separated the Holy Place from the Holy of Holies. It barred man's access to God. When the high priest in Israel went into the Holy of Holies, he brushed aside that veil. The writer speaks of Messiah's humanity, as the veil through which the entrance into the heavenly Holy of Holies was made. As the veil in the tabernacle of Israel while it was not rent, barred man's access to God, so Messiah's humanity, before it was rent on the Cross, barred man's access to God. An uncrucified Saviour is no Saviour. When the Messiah died on the Cross, the veil of the temple was rent by the unseen hand of God, showing Israel two things, that the Messiah had now provided the actual entrance for the sinner into the presence of God, and that the symbolic sacrifices were to be discontinued, for the Reality to whom they pointed had come (9:7-10). The unsaved Jew of the first century who had made a profession of Messiah but had not placed a heart faith in Him for salvation, is now exhorted to do the latter, the writer using Jewish terminology and typology in his exhortation.-Wuest
C HE brought us near BY THE BLOOD OF JESUS. We did not bring ourselves near. He did it. It is not based on anything about us, but about His grace.
1 Corinthians 1:28-31

For consider your calling, brethren, that there were not many wise according to the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble; 27 but God has chosen the foolish things of the world to shame the wise, and God has chosen the weak things of the world to shame the things which are strong, 28 and the base things of the world and the despised God has chosen, the things that are not, so that He may nullify the things that are, 29 so that no man may boast before God. 30 But by His doing you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, and righteousness and sanctification, and redemption, 31 so that, just as it is written, “Let him who boasts, boast in the Lord.”

D The blood/cross/death of Jesus is a central theme of the New Covenant. When spoken of in scripture, it refers to Christ's death as a means of securing salvation, and of the institution of the New Covenant between God and man. Under the New Covenant, the blood of Jesus has provided
:

1 The redemption—forgiveness of sins 
Ephesians 1:7

In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of His grace.
1 Peter 1:18-19
Knowing that you were not redeemed with perishable things like silver or gold from your futile way of life inherited from your forefathers, 19 but with precious blood, as of a lamb unblemished and spotless, the blood of Christ.
2 Justification
Romans 5:9

Much more then, having now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved from the wrath of God through Him.
3 Saved from wrath

Romans 5:9
Much more then, having now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved from wrath through Him.
4 Eternal redemption
Hebrews 9:12
Not through the blood of goats and calves, but through His own blood, He entered the holy place once for all, having obtained eternal redemption.
5 Peace with God
Colossians 1:20
For it was the Father’s good pleasure for all the fullness to dwell in Him, 20 and through Him to reconcile all things to Himself, having made peace through the blood of His cross; through Him, I say, whether things on earth or things in heaven.
6 The putting away of sin
Hebrews 9:26
Otherwise, He would have needed to suffer often since the foundation of the world; but now once at the consummation of the ages He has been manifested to put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself.
7 Continual cleansing
1John 1:7
If we walk in the Light as He Himself is in the Light (if we are born again), we have fellowship with one another (only believers have fellowship with each other), and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin.
8 A conscience cleansed from dead works to serve the living God

Hebrews 9:14
For if the blood of goats and bulls and the ashes of a heifer sprinkling those who have been defiled sanctify for the cleansing of the flesh, 14 how much more will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself without blemish to God, cleanse your conscience from dead works to serve the living God?
9 Establishing of peace between Jew and Gentile
Ephesians 2:16
For He Himself is our peace, who made both groups into one and broke down the barrier of the dividing wall, 15 by abolishing in His flesh the enmity, which is the Law of commandments contained in ordinances, so that in Himself He might make the two into one new man, thus establishing peace, 16 and might reconcile them both in one body to God through the cross, by it having put to death the enmity.
10  A perfect standing before God

Colossians 1:21-22
And you, who once were alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked works, yet now He has reconciled 22 in the body of His flesh through death, to present you holy, and blameless, and above reproach in His sight.
11 The spoiling of principalities and powers, the destruction of Satan, release from the bondage of the fear of death
Colossians 2:15
Having disarmed principalities and powers, He made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them in it.
Hebrews 2:14-16
Inasmuch then as the children have partaken of flesh and blood, He Himself likewise shared in the same, that through death He might destroy him who had the power of death, that is, the devil, 15 and release those who through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage. 16 For indeed He does not give aid to angels, but He does give aid to the seed of Abraham.
12 Healing for our physical bodies; both our weakness and sickness 
1 Peter 2:24
Who Himself bore our sins in His own body on the tree, that we, having died to sins, might live for righteousness—by whose stripes you were healed.
Matthew 8:16-17

When evening had come, they brought to Him many who were demon-possessed. And He cast out the spirits with a word, and healed all who were sick, 17 that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by Isaiah the prophet, saying:

“He Himself took our infirmities
And bore our sicknesses.

Verses14-16                                                                                             
For He Himself is our peace, who made both groups into one and broke down the barrier of the dividing wall, 15 by abolishing in His flesh the enmity, which is the Law of commandments contained in ordinances, so that in Himself He might make (created) the two into one new man, thus establishing peace, 16 and might reconcile them both in one body to God through the cross, by it having put to death the enmity. 
The intensive use of the pronoun in the Greek text gives us, "For He Himself is our peace." The Greek verb eirō means "to join"; the noun eirēnē, refers to the things joined together. To make peace, therefore, means "to join together that which is separated." -Wuest
A Removing barriers between Jew and Gentile and making them one was a significant accomplishment of the cross.
The wall which pertained to the fence; the fact of separation being emphasized in wall, and the instrument of separation in fence. The hedge was the whole Mosaic economy which separated Jew and Gentile."-Wuest
1 God revealed this to Peter in a vision and sent him to share the good news with the Gentiles.

Acts 10:28

And Peter said to them (the assembled Gentiles), “You yourselves know how unlawful it is for a man who is a Jew to associate with a foreigner or to visit him; and yet God has shown me that I should not call any man unholy or unclean.

2 The Jewish believers rebuked Peter for visiting the Gentiles.
Act 11:1-18

Now the apostles and brethren who were in Judea heard that the Gentiles had also received the word of God. 2And when Peter came up to Jerusalem, those of the circumcision contended with him, 3 saying, “You went in to uncircumcised men and ate with them!” 

3 Paul rebuked Peter for withdrawing from eating with the Gentiles when the Jewish believers came. This was much more that being rebuked for being rude to the Gentile believers. This had to do with negating that by God’s grace, God had made one group out of two. It was negating His grace. That’s why Paul says in 2:21, that if “righteousness comes through the law, then Christ died in vain.” Peter, in essence was returning to the law that had separated them.
Galatians  2:14-17

But when I saw that they were not straightforward about the truth of the gospel, I said to Cephas in the presence of all, “If you, being a Jew, live like the Gentiles and not like the Jews, how is it that you compel the Gentiles to live like Jews?
15 “We are Jews by nature and not sinners from among the Gentiles; 16 nevertheless knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the Law but through faith in Christ Jesus, even we have believed in Christ Jesus, so that we may be justified by faith in Christ and not by the works of the Law; since by the works of the Law no flesh will be justified.
A The enmity that separated the Jews from the Gentiles was the law—the Law of commandments contained in ordinances) (vv 15-16). 
The enmity was broken down. The law was abolished. The word "abolished" is katargeō, "to render inoperative." Wuest

The Greek word that was translated "abolished" (broke down) in this verse is KATARGEO, which means "to be (render) entirely idle (useless), literally or figuratively." Jesus totally rendered the O.T. law idle or useless by nailing it to His cross. Col 2:14 says, "Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was against us, which was contrary to us, and took it out of the way, nailing it to his cross." By abolishing the Law (see my note at Heb 7:18), Jesus removed the barriers between Jew and Gentile and all the barriers between God and man. Now Jew and Gentile alike have direct access to God's grace through faith in what Jesus did for them (see my note at Ro 6:2). Together, the Jews and Gentiles who receive through faith what Jesus did for them by grace become one new man, the church or body of Christ.
Note 9 at Eph. 2:15: The word "abolished" is a very strong word. The Greek word which was translated "abolished" is "KATARGEO," meaning "to be (render) entirely idle (useless)" (Strong). The dictionary defines "abolished" as "to do away with; put an end to." Paul is saying that the Old Testament law, which made a division between Jew and Gentile, was entirely useless in relating to God now (see notes 3-4 at Ro 3:19).

Some people proclaim that only the ceremonial parts of the law such as feast days, dietary laws, etc., were done away with, but that is not so. James 2:10 says, "For whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet offend in one point, he is guilty of all." The Old Testament law had many ordinances, but combined made one law. Failure to comply with any one point of the law was failure to comply with all the law. Likewise, doing away with any one point of the law was doing away with all of the law.
Of course, it must be understood that the Old Testament law still has a purpose. The purpose of the law always was, and continues to be, to show us our sin and lead us to a savior (see note 4 at Ro 3:19). When used for this purpose the law is good (see note 14 at Ro 3:31). To use the law as a standard by which we can make ourselves worthy to receive from God is wrong.
The law did provide justification for one man, Jesus. He kept every detail of the law and was justified by His actions. Having obtained justification for us through the law, he abolished that function of the law forever and now offers justification with God on the basis of faith in His grace (see note 19 at v. 8).
Note 11 at Eph. 2:16: This verse is making the same point that the previous verse made (see note 9 at v. 15). The enmity that is being spoken of is the division that the Old Testament law created. The Old Testament law is as though it has been killed, because it no longer applies to those who seek to be justified with God (see notes 3-4 at Ro 3:19).                -Andrew Wommack's Living Commentary.

Verses 17-18                                                                                                              
And he came and preached peace to you who were far away, and peace to those who were near; 18 for through Him we both have our access in one Spirit to the Father.

A Those who were “far away” were the Gentiles. Those who were “near” were the Jews.
There was a physical wall of partition that symbolized this division in the Jerusalem temple. The Gentiles could come into a designated area of the temple known as the court of the Gentiles, but a five-foot stone wall allowed them to go no further. A sign standing before the wall stated, "No man of another nation is to enter, and whosoever is caught will have himself to blame for his death!” -Andrew Wommack's Living Commentary.
The word "preached" is not kērussō, "to proclaim," but euaggelizomai, "to bring good news."-Wuest
B “The word "access" is the translation of prosagō, "to open a way of access." It was used of those who secure for one the privilege of an interview with a sovereign.             -Wuest
Verses 19-22                                                                                                             
So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints, and are of God's household, 20 having been built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being the corner stone, 21 in whom the whole building, being fitted together, is growing into a holy temple in the Lord, 22 in whom you also are being built together into a dwelling of God in the Spirit. 

C Imagine the good news this was to the Gentiles. Previously they could not approach God nor even closely associate with the Jews. They were considered dogs, the uncircumcised. Now, through Jesus, they are not only not separated from, but now united to the Jews.

D Before, the Gentiles, we, were stranger and aliens.

E Now we are fellow citizens with the saints (of all believers)

F Now we are members of God’s household.

G The Gentiles have been built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, who were the first Jews to believe (the order is likely deliberate so as not to confuse who the New Testament “prophets” with Old Testament prophets. This refers to New Testament prophets.

H Jesus is the cornerstone of the building God is building. We are the stones.
1 The foundation has already been laid by Jesus as the corner stone and the apostles and prophets. We build on the foundation that is already laid, but we do not lay new foundation.

2 Paul gave a similar analogy when describing how the ministry gifts build the building of God. It is clear that this temple of the Lord is people, not a building. God dwells in His temple; that is to say, He dwells among us. 
I Corinthians 3:5-17
Who then is Paul, and who is Apollos, but ministers through whom you believed, as the Lord gave to each one? 6 I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the increase. 7 So then neither he who plants is anything, nor he who waters, but God who gives the increase. 8 Now he who plants and he who waters are one, and each one will receive his own reward according to his own labor. 9 For we are God’s fellow workers; you are God’s field, you are God’s building. 10 According to the grace of God which was given to me, as a wise master builder I have laid the foundation, and another builds on it. But let each one take heed how he builds on it. 11 For no other foundation can anyone lay than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. 12 Now if anyone builds on this foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw, 13 each one’s work will become clear; for the Day will declare it, because it will be revealed by fire; and the fire will test each one’s work, of what sort it is. 14 If anyone’s work which he has built on it endures, he will receive a reward. 15 If anyone’s work is burned, he will suffer loss; but he himself will be saved, yet so as through fire. 16 Do you not know that you are the temple of God and that the Spirit of God dwells in you?             17 If anyone defiles the temple of God, God will destroy him. For the temple of God is holy, which temple you are.
· COMMON MISUNDERSTANDING: When Paul says here that we are the temple of God, He is not referring to our bodies, but to THE body. WE collectively are the temple of God. As ministers of the Gospel, we need to be careful what we contribute to the building of the body of Christ because we have to give an account.

· Paul does use the illustration about individually being the temple when referring to sexual immorality. His point there is stunning. God LIVES INSIDE OF US. When we commit sexual immorality, He is right there with us. Any believer with this understanding will abstain from sexual immorality.
The words, "fitly framed together" are the translation of sunarologeō, from harmos, "a joint," and legō, "to pick out," thus, "to join together," the total meaning being, "to join closely together." It is an architectural metaphor. "Temple" is naos, "the inner sanctuary," not hieros, "the temple with its porches and outbuildings."-Wuest
	Old Testament Prophets

1. Revealed personal sin


2. Told future events

3. Speaks from God


4. Infallible

5. Must be correct 100%

6. Could control kings and direct their lives/message had to be heeded

7. The prophet’s message was based on the Law-keeping the Old Covenant
	New Testament Prophets

1. God is not holding our sins against us

2. Tells future events

3. Speaks from God

4. Potentially fallible

5. Prophecies must be judged by other believers

6. Must not control on manipulate/the individual receiving the prophecy decides whether to heed or not, i.e. Paul went to Jerusalem even though warned by a prophet that he would be bound there.

7. The message must line up with the New Covenant.




� This list is not exhaustive but meant to demonstrate that what we have in Christ is by the shedding of His blood, not ours so that no one can boast.





C. D. Hildebrand


