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Introduction to Ephesians
I Historical Setting

Ephesians was written by Paul by inspiration of the Holy Spirit while he was a prisoner in Rome around 60 A.D. Paul had visited the area around 53 A.D. and had left Priscilla and Aquila to continue the work there. From 54-56 A.D. Paul spent three years preaching the gospel there.
It is believed that this letter was meant to be circulated among the believers in the area of Ephesus, the capital of the Roman province of Asia which today is part of Turkey. Many major trade routes of that time intersected in Ephesus and Paul ministered in that region making it an ideal location for evangelism as well as facilitating travel.
While in Ephesus, Paul wrote 1 & 2 Corinthians. In 1 Corinthians 16:8 while concluding his letter to them, he writes, “But I will tarry in Ephesus until Pentecost. 9 For a great and effective door has opened to me, and there are many adversaries.”

II  Ministry in Ephesus According to the Book of Acts
A APOLLOS                                                                                                             Acts 18:24-28                                                                                                    
Now a Jew named Apollos, an Alexandrian by birth, an eloquent man, came to Ephesus; and he was mighty in the Scriptures. 25This man had been instructed in the way of the Lord; and being fervent in spirit, he was speaking and teaching accurately the things concerning Jesus, being acquainted only with the baptism of John;  26and he began to speak out boldly in the synagogue. But when Priscilla and Aquila heard him, they took him aside and explained to him the way of God more accurately.
1 Apollos was a powerful preacher of the Scriptures, which at that time was the Old Testament. It says that he was “speaking and teaching accurately the things concerning Jesus,” and yet when Priscilla and Aquila heard him speaking, they pulled him aside and explained to him the way of God more accurately.
2 This can only mean that what he was teaching was accurate, but not complete. So, in what way was his teaching incomplete?
· It says that Apollos only knew “the baptism of John”. So it is unclear whether he was preaching Jesus not knowing that he’d died and been resurrected, or if he was teaching the wrong baptism.
· John’s baptism was a baptism of repentance of sins in preparation for the Messiah. So, it is possible that he still needed to hear about the baptism of Jesus, which is a baptism of death unto life.

Some ministers today need to be lovingly taken aside

and have the gospel explained to them more perfectly.
· Apollos also would not have known about the baptism of the Holy Spirit, so they would have obviously also shared this with him.

3 Apollos, already well-versed in Scriptures, but needing a little more information, went to the disciples in Achaia (who were encouraged by Priscilla
 and Aquila to receive him). This information added to Apollos’ effectiveness. It says that Apollos “greatly helped those who had believed through grace; for he vigorously refuted the Jews publicly, showing from the Scriptures that Jesus is the Christ” (Acts 18:27-28).
There are many ministers today who would be far more effective

if they also understood the gospel of grace.

B MORE UNIFORMED DISCIPLES IN EPHESUS                                            
Acts 19:1-2                                                                                                           
It happened that while Apollos was at Corinth, Paul passed through the upper country and came to Ephesus, and found some disciples. 2He said to them, "Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?" And they said to him, "No, we have not even heard whether there is a Holy Spirit.  3And he said, "Into what then were you baptized?" And they said, "Into John's baptism."  4Paul said, “John baptized with the baptism of repentance, telling the people to believe in Him who was coming after him, that is, in Jesus." 5When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 6And when Paul had laid his hands upon them, the Holy Spirit came on them, and they began speaking with tongues and prophesying. 7There were in all about twelve men. 
1 These men were likely Christians because it refers to them as “disciples”. They had also only been baptized with John’s baptism (which causes some to say they were not even born again). They were much like Apollos in that they needed to understand the word of God more accurately. So, they were then baptized in the name of Jesus.
2 After they were water baptized, Paul laid hands on them to receive the baptism in the Holy Spirit and they spoke in tongues and prophesied.
C PAUL’S MINISTRY IN EPHESUS CONTINUES                                                
Acts 19:8-10                                                                                                            
And he (Paul) entered the synagogue and continued speaking out boldly for three months, reasoning and persuading them about the kingdom of God.9But when some were becoming hardened and disobedient, speaking evil of the Way before the people, he withdrew from them and took away the disciples, reasoning daily in the school of Tyrannus.10This took place for two years, so that all who lived in Asia heard the word of the Lord, both Jews and Greeks.
1 Paul ministered for three months in the Jewish synagogue attempting to persuade the Jews that Jesus was the Messiah. When they rejected the message, he took those who had become disciples to the school of Tyrannus, who was a Greek Philosopher.

2 Paul taught there daily for two years, and all of Asia heard the word of the Lord, not through Paul alone, because he was teaching every day, but, of course, the people went out and spread the word.

D EXTRAORDINARY MIRACLES                                                                            
Acts 19:11-20                                                                                                   
God was performing extraordinary miracles by the hands of Paul, 12so that handkerchiefs or aprons were even carried from his body to the sick, and the diseases left them and the evil spirits went out. 13But also some of the Jewish exorcists, who went from place to place, attempted to name over those who had the evil spirits the name of the Lord Jesus, saying, "I adjure you by Jesus whom Paul preaches." 14Seven sons of one Sceva, a Jewish chief priest, were doing this. 15And the evil spirit answered and said to them, "I recognize Jesus, and I know about Paul, but who are you?" 16And the man, in whom was the evil spirit, leaped on them and subdued all of them and overpowered them, so that they fled out of that house naked and wounded. 17This became known to all, both Jews and Greeks, who lived in Ephesus; and fear fell upon them all and the name of the Lord Jesus was being magnified. 18Many also of those who had believed kept coming, confessing and disclosing their practices. 19And many of those who practiced magic brought their books together and began burning them in the sight of everyone; and they counted up the price of them and found it fifty thousand pieces of silver
. 20So the word of the Lord was growing mightily and prevailing. 
1 In Ephesus, God performed extraordinary miracles by Paul. When the Jewish exorcists saw this they tried using the name of Jesus to command evil spirits to leave. However, the name of Jesus does not work for someone who is not His, which they learned in a most unpleasant way.
2 This story (and humiliation) became know to everyone, and fear fell upon all of them (especially anyone who might think to try the same stunt).
a Believers began disclosing the magic they’d been practicing prior to conversion, and they started the practice of burning their books and objects of magic in the sight of all. They did this at great expense.
3 With the unusual miracles God was doing through Paul, the story retold of people trying to use Jesus’ name who weren’t believers, the sincere forsaking of magic, and the sharing of the word of the Lord, (which is the gospel) the population of believers was growing mightily. It is believed that there may have been 100,000 believers in Ephesus at the end of Paul’s stay there in a region of 300,000 people (1 in 3 people were believers). 
E GREAT OPPOSITION IN EPHESUS
Acts 19:21-41 (summary)
When the enterprise of selling images of Diana was negatively affected by the number of people who were forsaking the worship of her, some businessmen rose up against Paul and those who worked with him. There was a city riot. Paul wanted to go talk to the people, but the believers would not let him. Finally after two hours of chanting, “Great is Diana of the Ephesians,” a city clerk calmed the people telling them that they could go to the courts to accuse Paul, but they could take not action in an unlawful assembly. He sent everyone home. In this way, Paul and his companions were saved from martyrdom.
III   Paul’s Final Words to the Elders from Ephesus
A Paul’s Message                                                                
Acts 20:20

How I kept back nothing that was helpful, but proclaimed it to you, and taught you publicly and from house to house.

Acts 20: 24
But I do not consider my life of any account as dear to myself, so that I may finish my course and the ministry which I received from the Lord Jesus, to testify solemnly of the gospel of the grace of God.                           
Acts 20:25
And indeed, now I know that you all, among whom I have gone preaching the kingdom of God, will see my face no more.
Acts 20:26-27
Therefore I testify to you this day that I am innocent of the blood of all men. 27 For I have not shunned to declare to you the whole counsel of God.
Acts 20:32
“So now, brethren, I commend you to God and to the word of His grace, which is able to build you up and give you an inheritance among all those who are sanctified.
B Paul’s Example                                                                         
Acts 20:17-20                                                                                          
From Miletus he sent to Ephesus and called for the elders of the church. 18 And when they had come to him, he said to them: “You know, from the first day that I came to Asia, in what manner I always lived among you, 19 serving the Lord with all humility, with many tears and trials which happened to me by the plotting of the Jews; 20 how I kept back nothing that was helpful, but proclaimed it to you, and taught you publicly and from house to house…And see, now I go bound in the spirit to Jerusalem, not knowing the things that will happen to me there,
Acts 20:23-24 
Except that the Holy Spirit testifies in every city, saying that chains and tribulations await me. 24 But none of these things move me; nor do I count my life dear to myself, so that I may finish my race with joy, and the ministry which I received from the Lord Jesus.                                                    Acts 20:33-35
I have coveted no one’s silver or gold or apparel. 34 Yes, you yourselves know that these hands have provided for my necessities, and for those who were with me. 35 I have shown you in every way, by laboring like this, that you must support the weak. And remember the words of the Lord Jesus, that He said, ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.’”

C Paul’s Instruction to the Elders                                                           
Acts 20:28                                                                      
Therefore take heed to yourselves and to all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God which He purchased with His own blood.     


John 21:15-17 (partial)                                                         

So when they had eaten breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon, son of Jonah, do you love Me more than these?” 
He said to Him, “Yes, Lord; You know that I love You.” 
He said to him, 
· “Feed My lambs.”
· “Tend My sheep.”

· “Feed My sheep.” 


1 Peter 5:1-4
The elders who are among you I exhort, I who am a fellow elder and a 
witness of the sufferings of Christ, and also a partaker of the glory that will be revealed 2Shepherd the flock of God which is among you, serving as overseers, not by compulsion but willingly, not for dishonest 
gain but eagerly; 3 nor as being lords over those entrusted to you, but being examples to the flock; 4 and when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the crown of glory that does not fade away.
D Paul’s Warning to the Elders                                                                
Ephesians 20:28-31
Therefore take heed to yourselves and to all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God which He purchased with His own blood. 29 For I know this, that after my departure savage wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock. 30 Also from among yourselves men will rise up, speaking perverse things, to draw away the disciples after themselves. 31 Therefore watch, and remember that for three years I did not cease to warn everyone night and day with tears.                                                                  Matthew 7:15                                                                                                
“Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are ravenous wolves.                                                                                        
2 Corinthians 11:12-15, 19-21
But what I do, I will also continue to do, that I may cut off the opportunity from those who desire an opportunity to be regarded just as we are in the things of which they boast.                      13 For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming themselves into apostles of Christ. 14 And no wonder! For Satan himself transforms himself into an angel of light. 15 Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers also transform themselves into ministers of righteousness, whose end will be according to their works. 19 For you put up with fools gladly, since you yourselves are wise! 20 For you put up with it if one brings you into bondage, if one devours you, if one takes from you, if one exalts himself, if one strikes you on the face. 21 To our shame I say that we were too weak for that! 
E The Love between Paul and the Elders
Ephesians 20:36-38                                                                          
And when he had said these things, he knelt down and prayed with them all. 37 Then they all wept freely, and fell on Paul’s neck and kissed him, 38 sorrowing most of all for the words which he spoke, that they would see his face no more. And they accompanied him to the ship.
IV   Christ’s Message to the Ephesians in Revelation 95 A.D. (about twenty years later)                                                                  
Revelation 4:1-6                                                                                                
"To the angel of the church in Ephesus write: The One who holds the seven stars in His right hand, the One who walks among the seven golden lampstands, says this: 2'I know your deeds and your toil and perseverance, and that you cannot tolerate evil men, and you put to the test those who call themselves apostles, and they are not, and you found them to be false;  3and you have perseverance and have endured for My name's sake, and have not grown weary. 4'But I have this against you, that you have left your first love.  5'Therefore remember from where you have fallen, and repent and do the deeds you did at first; or else I am coming to you and will remove your lampstand out of its place—unless you repent.  6Yet this you do have, that you hate the deeds of the Nicolaitans
, which I also hate.”
A The Ephesians were not lacking in zeal and apparent took Paul warning seriously about false workers entering the church.
1 They had good works.
2 The had toiled.
3 They had perseverance (patient endurance). This is said twice.
4 They could not tolerate evil people.
5 They had put false apostle to the test.
6 They had endured for the sake of Jesus name.
7 They had not grown weary.
8 They hated the deeds of the Nicolaitans which GOD HATES.
B Jesus corrected the Ephesians for one thing.
Revelation 2:4-5
Nevertheless I have this against you, that you have left your first love.                              5 Remember therefore from where you have fallen; repent and do the first works, or else I will come to you quickly and remove your lampstand from its place—unless you repent.
1 It is VERY commonly taught that Jesus meant they had lost their original love and zeal for the Lord, but it is OBVIOUS that they were completely zealous and faithful. So what does this really mean? What is our “first love” if not the long list of commendations which demonstrate their love and passion for God?
a Our first love is our relationship with our Father through faith in His Son and our love for one another. It is the EASIEST thing on earth to get caught up in #1-8 above and forget the reasons why we do them. 
b The REASON God gave His Son for us was to demonstrate HIS LOVE for us. When service, dedication, and zeal take the place of us having this loving relationship and expressing this same love to each other, we have missed the whole purpose of why Jesus died.
c This is exactly why Paul gives them such a strong warning. What is means “to remove your lampstand from its place” is debatable, but whatever it is, no one who loves the Lord would want it to happen.
1 John 4:10
In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins.
� It is worth noting that both Priscilla and Aquila, a wife and husband, both explained to Apollos the word of God accurately. Some commentators believe that Priscilla might have authored the book of Hebrews (and that this is why the author’s name did not appear.)


� This amount of money would have taken ten laborers twenty years to earn.


� It is commonly believed “Nicolaitans” derives its meaning from its Greek name which translates “domination over the people”. At � HYPERLINK "http://www.acts1711.com/nic.htm" ��http://www.acts1711.com/nic.htm� and other websites concerning the Nicolaitans the following view is explained, “The alternative explanation is that Nicolaitans refers to those teachers in the Body of Christ who began to elevate the clergy above the laity, …This teaching did not simply recognize that elders (presbuteros and episcopas) along with deacons (diakanos) are valid biblical offices in the church. Although these church offices required the men in leadership to be servants of those to whom they minister, the Nicolaitans began ruling over the laity in a manner condemned by Jesus.” Jesus strictly forbids elders and deacons in the church to dominate and control the laity (note cont. next pg.)


Matthew 20:25                                                                                                                                


“But Jesus called them to Himself and said, “You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and those who are great exercise authority over them. 26 Yet it shall not be so among you; but whoever desires to become great among you, let him be your servant. 27 And whoever desires to be first among you, let him be your slave— 28 just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many.”











