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Lesson Four

Ephesians 2:1-10
Verses 1-2                                                                                                                           
And you were dead in your trespasses and sins, 2 in which you formerly walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, of the spirit that is now working in the sons of disobedience. 
A Before Christ, we were dead.
Romans 5:12-17
Therefore, just as through one man sin entered the world, and death through sin, and thus death spread to all men, because all sinned— 13 (For until the law sin was in the world, but sin is not imputed when there is no law. 14 Nevertheless death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over those who had not sinned according to the likeness of the transgression of Adam, who is a type of Him who was to come. 15 But the free gift is not like the offense. For if by the one man’s offense many died, much more the grace of God and the gift by the grace of the one Man, Jesus Christ, abounded to many. 16 And the gift is not like that which came through the one who sinned. For the judgment which came from one offense resulted in condemnation, but the free gift which came from many offenses resulted in justification.    17 For if by the one man’s offense death reigned through the one, much more those who receive abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness will reign in life through the One, Jesus Christ.) 

B Before Christ, we lived according to the course of this world.
Galatians 6:14
But God forbid that I should boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world.

C Before Christ, we lived according to demonic forces.
D Before Christ, we were sons of disobedience and those demonic spirits were working in us. 

1 Disobedience in the Greek is apeitheia (ap-i'-thi-ah) which means disbelief (obstinate and rebellious): - disobedience, unbelief.

a We used to be sons of unbelief…deliberately obstinate and rebellious unbelievers. We are now believers and should resist the temptation to think and behave like the sons of unbelief/disobedience.
b "Children" is huios, "sons", and is a Hebrew idiom in which one calls a person having a peculiar quality, or subject to a peculiar evil, a son of that quality. The unsaved are called sons of disobedience in the sense that they have the character of being disobedient. Wuest's
c We WERE sons of disobedience, but now we are obedient because we have believed in Jesus. So, what does it mean to be obedient? It means to believe. When we believe, we are sons.
I John 3:23
And this is His commandment: that we should believe on the name of His Son Jesus Christ and love one another, as He gave us commandment.                                                 Romans 11:30
For as you were once disobedient to God, yet have now obtained mercy through their (the Jews) disobedience. 
Ephesians 5:6
Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of these things the wrath of God comes upon the sons of disobedience.
d The “sons of disobedience” are the unsaved, those who have refused to believe in Jesus. 
1 Thessalonians 5:8-10                                                                                                But let us who are of the day be sober, putting on the breastplate of faith and love, and as a helmet the hope of salvation. 9 For God did not appoint us to wrath, but to obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, 10 who died for us, that whether we wake or sleep, we should live together with Him.

2 Most of us didn’t know this, but demonic spirits were working in us when we were not obedient to Jesus. We are now free from their power over us.
James 4:7
Therefore submit to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you.
Hebrews 2:14-15                                                                                                                 Inasmuch then as the children have partaken of flesh and blood, He Himself likewise shared in the same, that through death He might destroy him who had the power of death, that is, the devil, 15 and release those who through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage.

II Verse 3                                                                                                                      
Among them
 we too all formerly lived in the lusts of our flesh, indulging the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, even as the rest. 
A Before Jesus, we lived in the lusts of our flesh and indulged the desires of the flesh.
1 Peter 4:1-4
Therefore, since Christ suffered for us in the flesh, arm yourselves also with the same mind, for he who has suffered in the flesh has ceased from sin, 2 that he no longer should live the rest of his time in the flesh for the lusts of men, but for the will of God. 3 For we have spent enough of our past lifetime in doing the will of the Gentiles—when we walked in lewdness, lusts, drunkenness, revelries, drinking parties, and abominable idolatries. 4 In regard to these, they think it strange that you do not run with them in the same flood of dissipation, speaking evil of you.
B Before Jesus, we indulged the desires of the mind.
Romans 8:6-9
For to be carnally minded is death, but to be spiritually minded is life and peace. 7 Because the carnal mind is enmity against God; for it is not subject to the law of God, nor indeed can be. 8 So then, those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 9 But you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God dwells in you. 
1 Corinthians 2:16
For “who has known the mind of the LORD that he may instruct Him?” But we have the mind of Christ.
C Before Jesus, we were by nature children of wrath, just like everyone else. We no longer have a sinful nature!!!!!!! We are partakers of the divine nature. We are the righteousness of God in Christ Jesus, NOT sinners. WE ARE NOT SINNERS SAVED BY GRACE, WE ARE SAINTS SAVED BY GRACE. Or if you must, we WERE sinners, but now we are SAINTS. As long as you identify yourself as a sinner you will excuse sinning as the normal thing to do. Sinning is abnormal for Christians. We are SET FREE FROM SIN. Let us live as SAINTS NOT SINNERS.
2 Peter 1:4
By which have been given to us exceedingly great and precious promises, that through these you may be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust.
Romans 6:1, 2, 6, 11-14
What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin that grace may abound? 2 Certainly not! How shall we who died to sin live any longer in it? 6 knowing this, that our old man was crucified with Him, that the body of sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves of sin. 11 Likewise you also, reckon yourselves to be dead indeed to sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 12 Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body, that you should obey it in its lusts. 13 And do not present your members as instruments of unrighteousness to sin, but present yourselves to God as being alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness to God. 14 For sin shall not have dominion over you, for you are not under law but under grace. 
I John 3:4-10                                                                                                     
Whoever commits sin also commits lawlessness, and sin is lawlessness. 5 And you know that He was manifested to take away our sins, and in Him there is no sin. 6 Whoever abides in Him does not sin. Whoever sins has neither seen Him nor known Him. 7 Little children, let no one deceive you. He who practices righteousness is righteous, just as He is righteous. 8 He who sins is of the devil, for the devil has sinned from the beginning. For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that He might destroy the works of the devil. 9 Whoever has been born of God does not sin, for His seed remains in him; and he cannot sin, because he has been born of God. 10 In this the children of God and the children of the devil are manifest: Whoever does not practice righteousness is not of God, nor is he who does not love his brother.
1 If it is someone’s lifestyle to sin, they are probably not born again. This does not mean if we ever do something wrong we aren’t a Christian, but refers to a deliberate lifestyle of sin.
I John 1:5-8                                                                                                 
This is the message which we have heard from Him and declare to you, that God is light and in Him is no darkness at all. 6 If we say that we have fellowship with Him, and walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth. 7 But if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin.

 

III Verses 4-7                                                                                                         
But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us,          5 even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved), 6 and raised us up with Him, and seated us with Him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7 so that in the ages to come He might show the surpassing riches of His grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 
A But God . . . God changed everything by sending His Son.

B The word "rich" is the translation of plousios, "wealthy, abounding in material resources, abounding, abundantly supplied."-Wuest
C God is RICH in mercy because of His GREAT love with which He loves us. (The REASON God is rich in mercy is because of His great love for us.)
John 3:16-17
For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life. 17 For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world through Him might be saved.
Titus 3:4-7
But when the kindness and the love of God our Savior toward man appeared, 5 not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to His mercy He saved us, through the washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy Spirit, 6 whom He poured out on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Savior, 7 that having been justified by His grace we should become heirs according to the hope of eternal life.
Hebrews 4:16
Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.
D He loved us and died for us even when we were dead in our transgressions and His enemies.
Romans 5:6-8
For when we were still without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly. 7 For scarcely for a righteous man will one die; yet perhaps for a good man someone would even dare to die. 8 But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.
E Before Christ, we were dead, but after Christ, He made us alive together with Christ.
Romans 6:4
Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism into death, that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.
F Paul has to break in a let us know where he is heading, “by grace you have been saved”. This was the theme of the gospel and Paul’s ministry, to preach the gospel of grace.
Acts 20:24
But none of these things move me; nor do I count my life dear to myself, so that I may finish my race with joy, and the ministry which I received from the Lord Jesus, to testify to the gospel of the grace of God.
G Thus, the full translation is, "By grace you have been saved in past time completely, with the result that you are in a state of salvation which persists through present time." The unending state of the believer in salvation could not have been put in stronger or clearer language. –Wuest
H We died with Christ and we were resurrected in Him.
Colossians 3:2-4
Set your mind on things above, not on things on the earth. 3 For you died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ who is our life appears, then you also will appear with Him in glory.
Romans 6:3-6
Or do you not know that as many of us as were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into His death? 4 Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism into death, that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.5 For if we have been united together in the likeness of His death, certainly we also shall be in the likeness of His resurrection, 6 knowing this, that our old man was crucified with Him, that the body of sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves of sin. 
I He seated us with Him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus.
1 "Made us sit together" is the translation of sunkathizō, which Expositors translates, Seated us (or, enthroned us) with Him in the heavenlies.
Ephesians 1:19-21
…and what is the exceeding greatness of His power toward us who believe, according to the working of His mighty power 20 which He worked in Christ when He raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places, 21 far above all principality and power and might and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this age but also in that which is to come.
J “So that” for this purpose all of what has been stated previously happened: in the ages to come, or throughout the ages, He would show the surpassing riches of His grace in kindness toward us in Jesus. 

K The expression, "the ages to come" is in the Greek, en tois aiōsin tois eperchomenois, literally, "in the ages that are coming one upon another,"
IV Verses 8-9                                                                                                      
For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; 9 not as a result of works, so that no one may boast. 

A “For” is “gar” in the Greek and means “properly assigning a reason *used in argument, explanation). Paul is saying that all of the above happened because of grace, God’s favor toward us.
1 Grace was extended BECAUSE of God’s love for us, His creation.

B The definite article appears before the word "grace" here.-Wuest

C Grace was Paul’s message and is the Gospel

D By grace we are saved through faith. 

E Salvation is the gift of God. As with any gift, we simply receive it. (Just don’t forget to OPEN THE GIFT!!!)

F One reason why salvation is a free gift of God and not earned by works, is given us in the words; "lest any man should boast." Grace glorifies God. Works would glorify man.
Wuest's

G No one can boast that they are a Christian because no one has ever or will ever do enough good works to earn it.
Romans 3:10
As it is written: “There is none righteous, no, not one.”
1 This means that there is nothing in us that is righteous enough to merit God’s grace, and that no one could ever do enough good deeds to merit his grace. However in Christ, we have been made the righteousness of God in Him.
2 Corinthians 5:21
For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.
2 Corinthians 10:17                                                                                                                  But “he who glories, let him glory in the LORD.”
Romans 3:27                                                                                                                    Where is boasting then? It is excluded. By what law? Of works? No, but by the law of faith.
Jeremiah 9:24
But let him who glories glory in this, That he understands and knows Me, That I am the LORD, exercising lovingkindness, judgment, and righteousness in the earth. For in these I delight,” says the LORD.
V Verse 10                                                                                                      
For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand so that we would walk in them. 

A The word "workmanship" is poiēma, from poieō, "to do, to make." Thus, poiēma means "something that is made."-Wuest

B The word for workmanship is only used one other time in the New Testament in reference to God’s creation. We are God’s creation in Christ (Romans 1:20).
C God created a new man in Christ Jesus.
2 Corinthians 5:17
Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away; behold, all things have become new.
1 We will see in Ephesians 4 that there is a cooperation that takes place in this creation as we are to put on this new man that God has created. We are to walk in the provision He has made for us.
Ephesians 4:22-24
. . . that you put off, concerning your former conduct, the old man which grows corrupt according to the deceitful lusts, 23 and be renewed in the spirit of your mind, 24 and that you put on the new man which was created according to God, in true righteousness and holiness.
D The purpose of our creation is for good works. But PAUL, HOW CAN YOU TALK ABOUT WORKS WHEN YOU JUST SAID IT WAS NOT BY WORKS THAT WE ARE SAVED, BUT BY GRACE??? Paul’s answer: You are saved by grace and you stay saved by grace apart from works, but the PURPOSE of God’s new creation, the new you, is that you will walk in good works. God’s plan beforehand was that we would walk in good works, not as we formerly walked.
Titus 2:11-14
For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men, 12 teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly in the present age, 13 looking for the blessed hope and glorious appearing of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ, 14 who gave Himself for us, that He might redeem us from every lawless deed and purify for Himself His own special people, zealous for good works.
Titus 3:8
This is a faithful saying, and these things I want you to affirm constantly, that those who have believed in God should be careful to maintain good works. These things are good and profitable to men. 
E The word "ordained" is proetoimazō, "to prepare before, to make ready beforehand;" –Wuest
F SO, WHAT ARE GOOD WORKS???????? 
1 WHEN WE DO GOOD WORKS GOD IS GLORIFIED
. 
Matthew 5:16
Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven.
1 Peter 2:11-12
Beloved, I beg you as sojourners and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts which war against the soul, 12 having your conduct honorable among the Gentiles, that when they speak against you as evildoers, they may, by your good works which they observe, glorify God in the day of visitation.
2 OUR FOREMOST GOOD WORK IS TO BELIEVE IN JESUS.
John 6:28-29                                                                                                                        Then they said to Him, “What shall we do, that we may work the works of God?” 29 Jesus answered and said to them, “This is the work of God, that you believe in Him whom He sent.”
3 THE COMMAND OF CHRIST IS TO LOVE ONE ANOTHER.
1 John 3:23
And this is His commandment: that we should believe on the name of His Son Jesus Christ and love one another, as He gave us commandment.
a LOVING ONE ANOTHER MEANS DOING GOOD FOR EACH OTHER.
Matthew 25:31-40
“When the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all the holy angels with Him, then He will sit on the throne of His glory. 32 All the nations will be gathered before Him, and He will separate them one from another, as a shepherd divides his sheep from the goats. 33 And He will set the sheep on His right hand, but the goats on the left. 34 Then the King will say to those on His right hand, ‘Come, you blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world:            35 for I was hungry and you gave Me food; I was thirsty and you gave Me drink; I was a stranger and you took Me in; 36 I was naked and you clothed Me; I was sick and you visited Me; I was in prison and you came to Me.’ 37 “Then the righteous will answer Him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see You hungry and feed You, or thirsty and give You drink? 38 When did we see You a stranger and take You in, or naked and clothe You? 39 Or when did we see You sick, or in prison, and come to You?’ 40 And the King will answer and say to them, ‘Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch as you did it to one of the least of these My brethren, you did it to Me.’  
b WE DO GOOD TO ALL MEN, BUT ESPECIALLY TO FELLOW BELIEVERS
Galatians 6:9-10                                                                                                
And let us not grow weary while doing good, for in due season we shall reap if we do not lose heart. 10 Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all, especially to those who are of the household of faith.
Titus 3:14
And let our people also learn to maintain good works, to meet urgent needs, that they may not be unfruitful. 
4 GOOD WORKS IS LETTING GOD DO MIRACLES THROUGH US
John 10:32
Jesus answered them, “Many good works I have shown you from My Father. For which of those works do you stone Me?” 
5 GOOD WORKS ARE DOING CHARITIBLE DEEDS
Acts 9:36
At Joppa there was a certain disciple named Tabitha, which is translated Dorcas. This woman was full of good works and charitable deeds which she did. 
6 THE RICH ARE COMMANDED TO BE RICH IN GOOD WORKS
1 Timothy 6:17-19
Command those who are rich in this present age not to be haughty, nor to trust in uncertain riches but in the living God, who gives us richly all things to enjoy. 18 Let them do good, that they be rich in good works, ready to give, willing to share, 19 storing up for themselves a good foundation for the time to come, that they may lay hold on eternal life.
James 3:13
Who is wise and understanding among you? Let him show by good conduct that his works are done in the meekness of wisdom. 

Some Thoughts on James

By C.D. Hildebrand

People always quote James who wrote, "faith without works is dead," in order to disprove grace teachings, but no so-called "grace preacher" is saying there will be no works when we receive our total salvation by grace through faith alone. On the contrary, as we depend completely on Him for our righteousness (right standing with Him), we begin to live supernaturally as God planned we would.

It's all about Jesus, not us.

When we focus on ourselves, we stop focusing on Him, and we have no time to love each other. Loving each other was the point of what James wrote when he said, "faith without works is dead". He meant that saying you love someone does not mean you love that person nor does it benefit them. Practically showing someone you love them, by helping them is true faith. James was not referring to our faith in Jesus. He was referring to how that faith affects how we live.

If, by chance, James was saying that works make us righteous, then James was a heretic, clearly contradicting Paul who said that we are saved by grace through faith, and not of works. We are not claiming he was a heretic. However, if James is contradicting the entire New Testament, then his letter shouldn't be included among the others, and no one is saying that either. So, we have to examine James in light of its context, which is the whole of scripture. To do otherwise is to bring on confusion. 

Paul said that we are justified by grace through faith alone, not works, and apart from the law. He also said that if anyone taught any other gospel, let him be accursed. So James, if we believe his letter is to be included in Scripture (as we do) CANNOT be saying that we are saved or kept saved in anyway by works. He can ONLY be referring to how our faith is lived out-that true faith produces works. Otherwise, we join Paul in saying, "Let him be accursed."
� “Them” refers to the “children of disobedience” who we ARE NOT.


� Definition of “glory”: Great honor, praise, or distinction; renown; adoration, praise, and thanksgiving offered in worship; majestic beauty and splendor (Houghton-Mifflin).








C. D. Hildebrand


