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Ephesians 3:1-13
Verse 1-2 
For this reason I, Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus for you Gentiles— 2 if indeed you have heard of the dispensation of the grace of God which was given to me for you, 
A For what reason? In light of the fact that the Gentiles (to whom he is writing) are no longer strangers from Israel.

B Paul, a prisoner of Rome at the time of writing this letter, does not consider himself as Rome’s prisoner, but rather as a prisoner of Jesus Christ for the Gentiles. 
C Paul clearly understood his calling and ministry.
1 He was called to preach the gospel of grace 
2 To the Gentiles
3 Paul sacrificed GREATLY so that he could bring the gospel of grace to them. He goes on to describe the “dispensation of the grace of God” given to him for the Gentiles.
The word "dispensation" is oikonomia, made up of oikos, "a house" and nomos, "law," thus, "the law of the house." The word speaks in general of the oversight, management, or administration one has over something. Paul was given the responsibility of having oversight or management over the grace of God in the sense that he was to administer it in its publicity. He was given the revelation of the grace of God and the responsibility of properly preaching and teaching it.                         -Wuest
Verses 3-4  
How that by revelation He made known to me the mystery (as I have briefly written already, 4 by which, when you read, you may understand my knowledge in the mystery of Christ), 
A Paul was given this Gospel by revelation.

Galatians 1:11-12 

For I would have you know, brethren, that the gospel which was preached by me is not according to man. 12For I neither received it from man, nor was I taught it, but I received it through a revelation of Jesus Christ.

1 This is the Gospel of “the” grace.
Ephesians 2:8 

For by (the) grace you have been saved through faith.
Then Paul explains his knowledge of this particular grace. It was given him by revelation. The word is apokalupsis, "an uncovering, a laying bare."-Wuest
Verses 5
Which in other ages was not made known to the sons of men, as it has now been revealed by the Spirit to His holy apostles and prophets:

A This mystery was in the Scriptures, but it was not made known to men until after the cross and was revealed to the apostles (messengers—sent ones) and prophets (those who speak the word boldly, foretellers) of the early church. (This was also revealed to Peter. See Acts 10.)
Romans 15:8-12
Now I say that Jesus Christ has become a servant to the circumcision for the truth of God, to confirm the promises made to the fathers, 9 and that the Gentiles might glorify God for His mercy, as it is written:
“For this reason I will confess to You among the Gentiles, 
And sing to Your name.”
10 And again he says:

“Rejoice, O Gentiles, with His people!”

11 And again:

“Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles!
Laud Him, all you peoples!”

12 And again, Isaiah says:

“There shall be a root of Jesse; and He who shall rise to reign over the Gentiles,
In Him the Gentiles shall hope.”

Verse 6

That the Gentiles should be fellow heirs, of the same body, and partakers of His promise in Christ through the gospel, 
A The mystery to which he is referring was that the Gentiles would be:
1 Fellow heirs with the Jews, 
2 Of the same body (not two groups), 
3 And partakers of His promise in Christ (Messiah) through the gospel 
"Mystery" is mustērion, "a secret purpose of God which when uncovered is understood by the Spirit-taught believer."
Ephesians 2:14-18
For He Himself is our peace, who has made both one, and has broken down the middle wall of separation, 15 having abolished in His flesh the enmity, that is, the law of commandments contained ordinances, so as to create in Himself one new man from the two, thus making peace, 16 and that He might reconcile them both to God in one body through the cross, thereby putting to death the enmity. 17 And He came and preached peace to you who were afar off and to those who were near. 18 For through Him we both have access by one Spirit to the Father.
1 How did God get rid of the enmity between the Jew and Gentile?

Ephesians 2:15

Having abolished in His flesh the enmity, that is, the law of commandments contained ordinances.

It was the law that demanded separation between the Jew and Gentile.

The law has been abolished.
2 This is why Paul REBUKED Peter publicly. 
By separating himself from the Gentiles when the Jews came, he was  despising this glorious mystery that the Gentiles and Jews are now one. He was telling the Gentiles that they were not good enough—that in order to be one with the Jews, they needed to be circumcised and keep the law of Moses.
3 The mystery is what brought the Gentiles who were “far off” near/close to God. To say that we need to do something “more” to get close to God or to be right with God is to negate Christ’s accomplishment of bringing us close and making us righteous BY FAITH.
4 Spoken to Peter before them all:

Galatians 2:21 
“I do not set aside the grace of God; for if righteousness comes through the law, then Christ died in vain.”

B God not only broke down the barrier between Jew and Gentile, but between any division within in the body of Christ. We are all one.
· Male and female
· Rich and poor
· Free and slaves
· This race and that race
· My clique and  your clique
· The spiritual “elite” and “laity”
· Old and young
· Educated and uneducated
· Normal and abnormal
· Beautiful people and not-so-beautiful people
Galatians 3:26-28
For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus. 27 For as many of you as were baptized into Christ
have put on Christ.
28 There is neither Jew nor Greek,
there is neither slave nor free,
there is neither male nor female;
for you are all one in Christ Jesus.
Verse 7 
Of which I became a minister according to the gift of the grace of God given to me by the effective working of His power.

A God gave it to Paul by the “effective working of His power”—the “energia” (effectual working/efficiency) of His “dunamis” (miraculous power, strength, ability).
1 This is why those who are called to share the gospel are able ministers.

2 Corinthians 3:4-6
And we have such trust through Christ toward God. 5 Not that we are sufficient of ourselves to think of anything as being from ourselves, but our sufficiency is from God, 6 who also made us sufficient as ministers of the new covenant, not of the letter but of the Spirit; for the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life. 

Verse 8

To me, who am less than the least of all the saints, this grace was given, that I should preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ, 
B Paul considered himself the least of all the saints because he persecuted the church.

1 Corinthians 15:9
For I am the least of the apostles, who am not worthy to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God.
Galatians 1:13
For you have heard of my former conduct in Judaism, how I persecuted the church of God beyond measure and tried to destroy it.

1 Timothy 1:12-17 

And I thank Christ Jesus our Lord who has enabled me, because He counted me faithful, putting me into the ministry, 13 although I was formerly a blasphemer, a persecutor, and an insolent man; but I obtained mercy because I did it ignorantly in unbelief. 14 And the grace of our Lord was exceedingly abundant, with faith and love which are in Christ Jesus. 15 This is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am chief. 16 However, for this reason I obtained mercy, that in me first Jesus Christ might show all longsuffering, as a pattern to those who are going to believe on Him for everlasting life. 17 Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, to God who alone is wise, be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen.
C Paul discusses his ministry which was given to him according to the grace of God which was to preach the unsearchable riches of Christ among the Gentiles.

Ephesians 4:7                                                                                                     

But to each one of us grace was given according to the measure of Christ’s gift.  
The word "unsearchable" is anexichniaston, from exichniazō. "to trace out," and Alpha privative which negates the word, making it mean, "that which cannot be traced out." The riches of Christ here "are the riches that Christ has or which are in Him. The ploutos (wealth) thus contained in Christ is the whole wealth of the salvation He bestows; and this is 'unsearchable' not in the sense of inexhaustible, but rather in that of unfathomable, 'past finding out,' such as cannot be fully comprehended by men"-Wuest

Riches-ploutos
From the base of G4130; wealth (as fulness), that is, (literally) money, possessions, or (figuratively) abundance, richness, (specifically) valuable bestowment: - riches-Strongs

Verse 9

And to make all see what is the fellowship of the mystery, which from the beginning of the ages has been hidden in God who created all things through Jesus Christ;
A To make all see is phōtizō, "to bring to light."-Wuest
B  “Fellowship” here is “oikonomia", "administration, dispensing technique, stewardship." It was given to Paul to bring to light the arrangement, the way this mystery was administered, namely, the admission of the Gentiles on equal terms with the Jews.-Wuest
Wuest Expanded Translation

And to bring to light what is the administration of the mystery which has been kept covered up from the beginning of the ages in the God who created the all things.

Verse 10  
To the intent that now the manifold wisdom of God might be made known by the church to the principalities and powers in the heavenly places, 
A The intent was that the manifold wisdom of God would be made know by the church to the principalities and powers in heavenly places. 
1 "Manifold" is polupoikilos, "much — variegated, marked with a great variety of colors.-Wuest
The Church thus becomes the university for angels, and each saint a professor. Only in the Church can the angels come to an adequate comprehension of the grace of God. They look at the Church to investigate the mysteries of redemption. 1 Peter (1:12) speaks of the things which the angels have a passionate desire to stoop down and look into, like the golden cherubim that overshadow the Mercy Seat, ever gazing upon the sprinkled blood that is upon it.-Wuest
Verse 11

According to the eternal purpose which He accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord 

A This was His eternal purpose which was accomplished by God the Father in Jesus (past tense).
"Purposed" is poieō, "to do, to carry into effect." 
Verse 12

In whom we have boldness and access with confidence through faith in Him. 

A Through Jesus we have boldness and access with confidence through faith in Him.
"Boldness" is parrēsia, "freedom of speech, unreservedness of speech." 
"Access" is prosagōgē, "entree"; Thayer defines, "that friendly relation to God whereby we are acceptable to Him and have assurance that He is favorably disposed towards us."
"Confidence" is pepoithēsis, from peithō, "to persuade." It comes from the perfect participial form which refers to a past process of being completely persuaded, with the present result that we are in a confirmed and settled state of utter confidence. –Wuest (all definitions here)

1 How is it that we have this freedom of speech, this sense that we are acceptable to God, this complete persuasion?
· Is it through having a daily prayer time? 
· Is it through memorizing verses from the Bible?
· Is it from not sinning?
· Is it from doing good works?
NO. IN HIM we have boldness and access with confidence

THROUGH FAITH IN HIM!!!
Verse 13  
Therefore I ask that you do not lose heart at my tribulations for you, which is your glory. 
A Paul was constantly suffering tribulations for sake of the Gentiles—to bring them the gospel of this grace.
2 Corinthians 11: 22-32 
Are they Hebrews? So am I. Are they Israelites? So am I. Are they the seed of Abraham? So am I. 23 Are they ministers of Christ?—I speak as a fool—I am more:
· 24 From the Jews five times I received forty stripes minus one.
· 25 Three times I was beaten with rods; 
· once I was stoned; 
· three times I was shipwrecked; 
· a night and a day I have been in the deep; 
· 26 in journeys often, 
· in perils of waters, 
· in perils of robbers,
· in perils of my own countrymen, 
· in perils of the Gentiles,
· in perils in the city, 
· in perils in the wilderness, in perils in the sea, 
· in perils among false brethren; 
· 27 in weariness and toil, 
· in sleeplessness often, 
· in hunger and thirst, 
· in fastings often, 
· in cold and nakedness— 
· 28 besides the other things, what comes upon me daily: my deep concern for all the churches. 
· 29 Who is weak, and I am not weak? Who is made to stumble, and I do not burn with indignation?
· 30 If I must boast, I will boast in the things which concern my infirmity
. 31 The God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who is blessed forever, knows that I am not lying. 32 In Damascus the governor, under Aretas the king, was guarding the city of the Damascenes with a garrison, desiring to arrest me; 33 but I was let down in a basket through a window in the wall, and escaped from his hands.

2 Timothy 3:10-11                                                                                       
But you have carefully followed my doctrine, manner of life, purpose, faith, longsuffering, love, perseverance, 11 persecutions, afflictions, which happened to me at Antioch, at Iconium, at Lystra—what persecutions I endured. And out of them all the Lord delivered me.
2 Timothy 4: 17                                                                                               
But the Lord stood with me and strengthened me, so that the message (the gospel of grace) might be preached fully through me, and that all the Gentiles might hear. Also I was delivered out of the mouth of the lion. 18 And the Lord will deliver me from every evil work and preserve me for His heavenly kingdom. To Him be glory forever and ever. Amen! 
B Paul viewed his sufferings as something that would benefit the Gentiles.
      2 Corinthians 1:5-6  
For as the sufferings of Christ abound in us, so our consolation also abounds through Christ. 6 Now if we are afflicted, it is for your consolation and salvation, which is effective for enduring the same sufferings which we also suffer. Or if we are comforted, it is for your consolation and salvation. 
� He is referring to what he’s just outlined—the weakness he suffered for the gospel, not illness!
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