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Lesson 8
Ephesians 4:1-16

Verse 1                                                                                                                 
I, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you to walk worthy of the calling with which you were called, 
A. “Therefore” means “for this reason”. This means, based on everything Paul has just written and prayed—because of what has been given to you in Christ, because of the “in Him” realities, because of the mystery of the Jews and Gentiles being united, because of His great love for us—THEREFORE/NOW walk worthy of that calling.
B. “Beseech” is: parakaleō; to call near, that is, invite, invoke (by imploration, hortation or consolation): - beseech, call for, (be of good) comfort, desire, (give) exhort (-ation), intreat, pray.
C. To walk worthy of the calling is NOT a call to a lifetime of “disciplines” in an effort to become worthy. Remember that chapters 1-3 already declare us worthy. Walking worthy has to do with reflecting on what He has already accomplished in our hearts, to reflect the glory of it. The opposite of this would be to walk unworthy of the calling.

D. Our primary calling is as Saints, set apart ones to God, not our particular job description, pastor, mother, teacher, etc (Rom.1:7 called as saints)
We come now to an important dividing point in this letter. The first three chapters contain doctrine, the last three, exhortation. This is the proper order, for only in doctrine can one see the sweet reasonableness of the exhortations, and obtain the necessary power and technique to obey them. In brief, God says in chapters 1-3, "I have made you a saint." In chapters 4-6, He says, "Now, live a saintly life."-Wuest

1 All of the Christian life should be a RESULT of what He has done. Here are some major examples:
a We love BECAUSE He first loved us.
1 John 4:19
We love (Him) because He first loved us.
b We forgive BECAUSE we’ve been forgiven.
Ephesians 4:32
And be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God in Christ forgave you.

c We have the fruit of the Spirit BECAUSE we have the Spirit of God living in us.

Galatians 5:22-23 YLT (Young’s Literal Translation)
And the fruit of the Spirit is: Love, joy, peace, long-suffering, kindness, goodness, faith,23 meekness, temperance: against such there is no law
d We live righteously BECAUSE we are His righteousness.

2 Corinthians 5:21 Mounce

He made him who knew no sin to be a sin-offering for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.
e We live holy lives BECAUSE we are holy.

Colossians 2:21-22

And you, who once were alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked works, yet now He has reconciled 22 in the body of His flesh through death, to present you holy, and blameless, and above reproach in His sight

f We refrain from sin BECAUSE we’ve been set free from it.

Romans 6:14

For sin shall not have dominion over you, for you are not under law but under grace.

g We do good works BECAUSE God has done good works in us.
Ephesians 2:10

For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them.
"Worthy" is axiōs, an adverb, meaning "in a manner worthy of." "having the weight of (weighing as much as) another thing." the Christian life they live, should weigh as much as the profession of Christianity which they make; that their experience measures up to their standing in grace.-Wuest
Verse 2

With all lowliness and gentleness, with longsuffering, bearing with one another in love,                  

A. What does this worthy walk look like? It has everything to do with how we relate to each other.

1. With all lowliness—with every humility
This means to have a proper perspective of yourself—not to think of yourself more highly than is due you.
2. With gentleness—meekness

It is right to treat each other with gentleness in thought word and deed. 
3. With longsuffering—patience

The first two adjectives have to do with our attitude toward others. These last two have to do with how we respond/react to others who may not be mature yet or who are treating us disrespectfully. 
4. Bearing with one another in love—tolerating one another in love
Tolerating in love is different than tolerating without love. The first includes mercy and grace and is from the heart. The second might be only the appearance of tolerance.
B. It is easy to turn verse 2 into a law, but clearly, the ability to live this way is supernatural. These qualities line up very well with the fruits of the Spirit. When we walk in the Spirit, in grace not law, these things grow supernaturally. As we alk in the “Spirit” in His grace and love for us and all the fruits of the spirit come out at the right time—just .
Galatians 5:11

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,             23 gentleness, self-control. Against such there is no law.
Verse 3
Endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 
A We do all of this in an effort to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.

1 Unity of the Spirit means we are in agreement concerning the things of the Spirit. Unity does not mean conformity, rather an effort to line up with what the Spirit is saying (in the Word and among us).
B The true unity of the Spirit can only happen in keeping the New covenant commands to believe in Him, to love each other as He loves us, and to keep the truth of His gospel. Was Paul in unity with the Judaizers in Galatia? No, never.
Verses 4-6                                                                                                        
There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called one hope of your calling; 5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism; 6 one God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you all.
A There is only ONE body of Christ. 
B There is only ONE Spirit of God
C There is ONE hope (usually referring to eternal life).

D Of course, there is ONE Jesus Christ the Lord. 

E There is ONE faith. This is referring to faith in Jesus. There is only one means of salvation.

F “ONE baptism” is referring to our baptism into the body of Christ at salvation. 
"One baptism" is hen baptisma. The words translated are "one placing into." That is, in response to our act of faith, we were placed by the Holy Spirit into the Body of which Christ is the Head.-Wuest
THREE BAPTISMS Mentioned in the New Testament
	Baptizer
	INTO/WITH
	Scripture

	Holy Spirit
	the body of Christ
	( 1 Corinthians 12:13

13 For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free—and have all been made to drink into one Spirit.


	Minister/ believer
	water
	( Acts 2:38
Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 

( Matt. 28:19

19 Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,



	Jesus
	Holy Spirit & fire
	( Mark 1:8

8 I indeed baptized you with water, but He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 

( Matt. 3:11

11 I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance, but He who is coming after me is mightier than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.

( Luke 3:16

16 John answered, saying to all, “I indeed baptize you with water; but One mightier than I is coming, whose sandal strap I am not worthy to loose. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.



G There is ONE God the Father (notice the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit all mentioned separately)

· He is above ALL. He is through ALL. He is in us ALL. 

Verses 7-10                                                                                                           
But to each one of us grace was given according to the measure of Christ’s gift. 8 Therefore He says: “When He ascended on high, He led captivity captive, and gave gifts to men.”                9 (Now this, “He ascended”—what does it mean but that He also first descended into the lower parts of the earth? 10 He who descended is also the One who ascended far above all the heavens, that He might fill all things.)                                                                                                      
AMPLIFIED                                                                                                                                                 7Yet grace (God's unmerited favor) was given to each of us individually [not indiscriminately, but in different ways] in proportion to the measure of Christ's [rich and bounteous] gift].  8Therefore it is said, When He ascended on high, He led captivity captive [He led a train of vanquished foes] and He bestowed gifts on men.  9[But He ascended?] Now what can this, He ascended, mean but that He had previously descended from [the heights of] heaven into [the depths], the lower parts of the earth? 10He Who descended is the [very] same as He Who also has ascended high above all the heavens, that He [His presence] might fill all things (the whole universe, from the lowest to the highest).

A God has given each person his/her own individual gift by His grace. This means that we cannot boast about what gifts we have. It also does not elevate one person above another.                                                                          
1 Corinthians 4:7
For who makes you differ from another? And what do you have that you did not receive? Now if you did indeed receive it, why do you boast as if you had not received it?                                                                                                       Romans 9:16
So then it is not of him who wills, nor of him who runs, but of God who shows mercy.         
B Ascended means that He was raised from the dead and seated in the heavenly places.

C Descended only has one meaning, but Bible scholars don’t agree on what that is. Prevalent ideas are:

1 He descended from heaven to earth.

2 He descended to the grave.

3 He descended at Pentecost (which doesn’t work because it says he “first” descended before he ascended making the order off.
4 He descended into hell.

· Some say that when he died he went to hell and took from Satan the keys of death and hell. It wasn’t necessary for him to personally take the keys from Satan.                                                                                              Revelation 1:18
I am He who lives, and was dead, and behold, I am alive forevermore. Amen. And I have the keys of Hades and of Death.

· Some take this as far as to say that He went to hell and suffered for us at the hands of Satan. There is absolutely NO REFERENCE FOR THIS WAY OF THINKING. This would be to say that the cross was not sufficient and that when Jesus said, “It is finished,” He mean “almost finished”.
5 The Amplified Version (above) seems to indicate that descended meant from heaven to earth, either the incarnation or his death, or possibly referring to both as one.

D The purpose for descending and ascending is that He might fill all things in heaven and earth.

E By descending and ascending, He led captivity captive and gave gifts to men.

1 We will discuss the gifts He gave below.

2 He led captivity captive. This means he completely defeated Satan. Colossians 2:15
Having disarmed principalities and powers, He made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them in it.                                                                                             Hebrews 2:14-15                                                                                                    Inasmuch then as the children have partaken of flesh and blood, He Himself likewise shared in the same, that through death He might destroy him who had the power of death, that is, the devil, 15 and release those who through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage.
Our Lord, between His death on the Cross and His resurrection from the tomb, went to two places in the unseen world. Peter says: "For Christ also once for all died for sins, a just Person in behalf of unjust persons, in order that He might provide for us an entree into the presence of God, having been put to death on the one hand with respect to the flesh, but made alive on the other hand with respect to the spirit (His human spirit), in which spirit also to the imprisoned spirits proceeding, He made a proclamation, to those who were non-persuasible aforetime when the longsuffering of God waited in the days of Noah while the ark was being gotten ready"-Wuest                

1 Peter 3:18-20). This place is called Tartarōsas, the prison house of the fallen angels (2 Peter 2:4). What He proclaimed to them is not specifically stated. The verb "preached" is not euaggelizomai, "to preach the gospel," but kērussō, "to make a proclamation." The other place He went to was the place for departed human beings, called "Paradise" (Luke 23:43) or "Abraham's Bosom" (Luke 16:22). He, as the Man Christ Jesus, went to the place of the righteous dead.-Wuest

Verses 11-13
And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, and some pastors and teachers, 12 for the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ, 13 till we all come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect man, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ;       
AMPLIFIED                                                                                                                                                                                     And His gifts were [varied; He Himself appointed and gave men to us] some to be apostles (special messengers), some prophets (inspired preachers and expounders), some evangelists (preachers of the Gospel, traveling missionaries), some pastors (shepherds of His flock) and teachers. 12 His intention was the perfecting and the full equipping of the saints (His consecrated people), [that they should do] the work of ministering toward building up Christ's body (the church), 13[That it might develop] until we all attain oneness in the faith and in the comprehension of the [full and accurate] knowledge of the Son of God, that [we might arrive] at really mature manhood (the completeness of personality which is nothing less than the standard height of Christ's own perfection), the measure of the stature of the fullness of the Christ and the completeness found in Him.
A. “He Himself” is Jesus Christ. He is the one who gives gifts to us. 

B. Not all believers have one of these gifts. It says he gave “some”, not all.

1. Apostles: Messengers
2. Prophets: Inspired preachers, foretellers
3. Evangelists: Preachers of the gospel
4. Pastors: Shepherds of God’s flock (later referred to as “overseers”)
5. Teachers: Teachers of the Word of God

C. The purpose of these gifts is to equip the saints to do the work of the ministry building up the body of Christ. 
These gifted men are given the Church "for the perfecting of the saints." The word "perfecting" is katartizō, "to equip for service." These gifted men are to specialize in equipping the saints for "the work of the ministry," that is, for ministering work, in short, Christian service. This is in order that the Body of Christ, the Church, might be built up, by additions to its membership in lost souls being saved, and by the building up of individual saints.-Wuest
D. The reasons for building up the body are
1. To bring us into unity in the faith
· Unity of FAITH does NOT mean CONFORMITY of behavior. It refers to us believing the same truth of the gospel.

2. To bring us into the knowledge of the Son of God
· The knowledge of the Son of God is much more than just initial salvation. It is coming to know His character and what He accomplished through his death and resurrection.
The word "knowledge" is epignōsis, "full knowledge, precise and correct knowledge."-Wuest

3. These ministry gifts have the purpose of bringing us to maturity/completeness in Christ so that we are no longer children.
a. Although there is nothing that can be done to improve our right-standing with God, there is a process of maturity.
1) Maturity: teleios: complete (in various applications of labor, growth, mental and moral character, etc.)
2) Having an accurate understanding the gospel of God’s grace and being fully convinced of it; not easily moved away from the hope of the gospel                                                                              Hebrews 5:13
For everyone who partakes only of milk is unskilled in the word of righteousness, for he is a babe.
3) Experiential knowledge of God’s love and thus all of His fullness                                     Ephesians 3:19                                                                                                                         To know the love of Christ which passes knowledge; that you may be filled with all the fullness of God.
4) Able to discern good and evil                                                                  Hebrews 5:14
But solid food belongs to those who are of full age, that is, those who by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil.
5) Spiritual fruit especially as expressed in our love for each other                                           1 Corinthians 3:1-3                                                                                      And I, brethren, could not speak to you as to spiritual people but as to carnal, as to babes in Christ. 2 I fed you with milk and not with solid food; for until now you were not able to receive it, and even now you are still not able; 3 for you are still carnal. For where there are envy, strife, and divisions among you, are you not carnal and behaving like mere men?
E. Opinions differ as to whether or not apostles and prophets still exist in the church today. Verse 13 seems to answer the question. These ministry gifts are given, “till we all come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect man, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ.” Since this is an ongoing process within the body of Christ, it stands to reason that these gifts will always be in needed and in operation.
1. These gifts are determined by God, not ordained by man.
Galatians 1:1-3

Paul, an apostle (not from men nor through man, but through Jesus Christ and God the Father who raised Him from the dead), 2 and all the brethren who are with me,

To the churches of Galatia:

3 Grace to you and peace from God the Father and our Lord Jesus Christ,
2. These gifts are given to serve, not to lord power over the body of Christ.
Here is incontrovertible evidence that the New Testament envisages ministry not as the prerogative of a clerical élite but as the privileged calling of all the people of God.

Verse 14                                                                                                                       
That we should no longer be children, tossed to and fro and carried about with every wind of doctrine,  by the trickery of men, in the cunning craftiness of deceitful plotting.  
AMPLIFIED   
So then, we may no longer be children, tossed [like ships] to and fro between chance gusts of teaching and wavering with every changing wind of doctrine, [the prey of] the cunning and cleverness of unscrupulous men, [gamblers engaged] in every shifting form of trickery in inventing errors to mislead.       
KJV 
That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive.
"Children" is nēpios, literally, "that which does not talk," thus, "an infant, a little child." It is the opposite of teleios, "mature." "Tossed to and fro" is kludōnizō, a nautical term meaning, "to be tossed by the waves," metaphorically, "to be agitated mentally," like the waves. "Carried about" is peripherō, "to carry around." The verb has the idea of carrying about in circles. "Doctrine" is didaskalia, "teaching." -Wuest
"Sleight" is kubeia, literally, "dice-playing." Expositors says: "It is in the character, not of gamesters, but deceivers that the false teachers are immediately presented. This 'sleight of men' is in contrast with 'the faith and the knowledge of Christ,' or it may be with the pure, sure word of God by which the faith and knowledge of the Son of God came."
-Wuest
"Cunning craftiness" is panourgia, "cunning, knavishness, treacherous deceitfulness." The words, "whereby they lie in wait to deceive," resolve themselves into the following: "Lie in wait" is methodeia, "a deliberate planning or system." Our word "method" comes from this Greek word. Expositors offers the translation, "in craftiness, furthering the scheming, deceitful art which has for its result the false way of life that strays fatally from the truth."-Wuest
A. If you believe everything you hear from the pulpit, everything you hear in Bible School, everything you read in a book, everything your friend tells you, everything you hear on the radio and see on television, YOU ARE A BABE in Christ. You will be prey to “chance gusts of teaching” and “winds of doctrine”. This is not meant to condemn, but to encourage you to mature so that you can distinguish between truth and lies. True ministers will help you to grow in the TRUTH. They, like Paul, will tell you to ignore even them if they teach “another gospel”.
1 Thessalonians 5:21
Test all things; hold fast what is good.
Galatians 1:8
But even if we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel to you than what we have preached to you, let him be accursed.
B. While we’d like to naively believe that everyone who teaches has good motives, there really are ministers who deceitfully plot to trick you into believing lies…they usually do this for their own personal gain (sex, money, power, fame). It says they use cunning (deceitful) craftiness. They plan ahead with a plot designed to trick you. For example, if they know they are doing something wrong, they will teach things that will help you accept what they are doing. If you know the word of God and are mature in Christ, you will detect them. This is an excellent motivation to mature in Christ. Do you like people taking advantage of you and pushing you around? Do you enjoy watching your brothers and sisters in Christ being deceived and taken advantage of? No? Then embrace the process! You will not only grow, but you will then be able to help others grow.                                                                                                    
1 John 4:1
Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits, whether they are of God; because many false prophets have gone out into the world.                                                                             Matthew 7:15-20                                                                                                   
“Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are ravenous wolves. 16 You will know them by their fruits. Do men gather grapes from thornbushes or figs from thistles? 17 Even so, every good tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree bears bad fruit. 18 A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a bad tree bear good fruit. 19 Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 20 Therefore by their fruits you will know them.                    
Acts 20:27-31
For I have not shunned to declare to you the whole counsel of God. 28 Therefore take heed to yourselves and to all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God which He purchased with His own blood. 29 For I know this, that after my departure savage wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock. 30 Also from among yourselves men will rise up, speaking perverse things, to draw away the disciples after themselves. 31 Therefore watch, and remember that for three years I did not cease to warn everyone night and day with tears.                               
Galatians 1:6-9                                                                                                                         
I marvel that you are turning away so soon from Him who called you in the grace of Christ, to a different gospel, 7 which is not another; but there are some who trouble you and want to pervert the gospel of Christ. 8 But even if we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel to you than what we have preached to you, let him be accursed. 9 As we have said before, so now I say again, if anyone preaches any other gospel to you than what you have received, let him be accursed.                                                                                                                
Galatians 3:1                                                                                                                           
O foolish Galatians! Who has bewitched you that you should not obey the truth, before whose eyes Jesus Christ was clearly portrayed among you as crucified?
2 Corinthians 11:12-15                                                                                                        
But what I do, I will also continue to do, that I may cut off the opportunity from those who desire an opportunity to be regarded just as we are in the things of which they boast. 13 For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming themselves into apostles of Christ. 14 And no wonder! For Satan himself transforms himself into an angel of light. 15 Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers also transform themselves into ministers of righteousness, whose end will be according to their works.                
2 John 1:7
For many deceivers have gone out into the world who do not confess Jesus Christ as coming in the flesh. This is a deceiver and an antichrist.                                                              
Titus 1:10-11
For there are many insubordinate, both idle talkers and deceivers, especially those of the circumcision, 11 whose mouths must be stopped, who subvert whole households, teaching things which they ought not, for the sake of dishonest gain.
Verses 15-16                                                                                         
But, speaking the truth in love, may grow up in all things into Him who is the head—Christ— 16 from whom the whole body, joined and knit together by what every joint supplies, according to the effective working by which every part does its share, causes growth of the body for the edifying of itself in love. 
‘Speaking the truth in love’ is not the best rendering of his expression, for the Greek verb makes no reference to our speech. Literally, it means, ‘truthing (alētheuontes) in love’, and includes the notions of ‘maintaining’, ‘living’ and ‘doing’ the truth. 

"Speaking the truth" is alētheuō, which Expositors translates as "truthing it." Vincent offers, "being or walking in truth." Alford says: "Commit here means merely to speak the truth, as the whole matter dealt with is more general . . . The verb has the widest sense of being true. . . . It is almost impossible to express it satisfactorily in English." He offers, "followers of truth," but not in the sense of searchers after truth.-Wuest.
It means that as He is the source from which the grace or power comes that makes it possible for us to grow, He is also the object and goal to which our growth in its every stage must look and is to be directed."-Wuest
A. Instead of the lies, deceit, and trickery, we will speak the truth in love. Whenever we teach, our motive should be love AND we must be honest with each other, not deceptive, NOT MANIPULATIVE. We are to build up, not tear down; be honest, not deceive. Jesus commanded us to love each other. Speaking the truth about true doctrine with the motive of love is part of the ministry. It will cause us to grow. We are each part of the body of Christ that is being built and knit together. We are building each other up IN LOVE by word and by deed. 
Looking back, we observe that all five gifts relate in some way to the ministry of teaching.

Acts 20:32
"And now I commend you to God and to the word of His grace, which is able to build you up and to give you the inheritance among all those who are sanctified.
Hebrews 5:13-14

For everyone who partakes only of milk is not accustomed to the word of righteousness, for he is an infant.14 But solid food is for the mature, who because of practice have their senses trained to discern good and evil.

More Thoughts for Your Consideration

Speaking the Truth in Love

C.D. Hildebrand


When Paul talked about "speaking the truth in love" he was NOT talking about pointing out each other's faults, and yet; for the most part, this is how Christians have applied this verse.

 
Yet, taken in context (Ephesians 4), Paul was not talking about this at all. He was referring to speaking the truth about salvation by grace through faith alone (Ephesians 2). 
 

Ephesians 4:14-15 
"That we should no longer be children, tossed to and fro and carried about with every wind of DOCTRINE, by the trickery of men, in the cunning craftiness of deceitful plotting, 15 but, speaking the TRUTH in love, may grow up in all things into Him who is the head—Christ—".

 


We see from the above verse that the truth we are to be speaking in love is the truth about doctrine, the teaching of the gospel of Jesus. We notice in this verse that there are people among us who are using trickery and cunning craftiness of deceitful plotting to undermine the truth. So, the purpose for speaking the truth about Jesus in love is to help each other not to be deceived by a false gospel.

 
Since my husband and my ministry is in part to point out the error in teaching currently existing in the body of Christ today (for the purpose of setting God's people free to believe and enjoy the true gospel), we are sometimes accused of being "judgmental" or "unloving" or "not walking in unity" (even though we purposely do not name names). However, it is unreasonable to think one can confront error without pointing it out. In writing Galatians, Paul is very bold in pointing out the error of their thinking. He does this with all the love in his heart. You can sense it even as he calls them "foolish" for believing the way they did. Galatians is the quintessential example of "speaking the truth in love". Some might have accused Paul of judging the Galatians or of being unloving, but IT WAS LOVE that motivated him to write his letter.

 
It is not being unloving or judgmental to speak the truth about doctrine. In fact, it is an act of love...love for the person being corrected, and love for the truth. Paul considered the truth so important that he pronounced a curse on anyone, including himself or even an angel for preaching anything contrary to the true gospel. I may love you intensely, but if you teach "another gospel", I am going to say something. Why? Because I LOVE the truth and I love you and don't want you to be deceived or to deceive others. I know if the truth is watered down or compromised, it loses its power and harms the people God loves and whom I love.

 
"Well," you might say, "Paul was correcting people to whom he had ministered. He wasn't speaking about spiritual leaders. We aren't supposed to be critical of leaders," and you would be very wrong to say this. You would be putting someone's standing above the truth. 

A prime example of this is when Paul publicly stood up to Peter about how he had compromised the truth that through the cross God had made both Jew and Gentile. Peter ate daily with the Gentiles, but when the Jews came by, he separated himself from his Gentile brothers, thus making a mockery of the gospel. Paul not only challenged him, he did so PUBLICLY. Paul did not allow Peter's perceived status to prevent him from speaking the truth in love. Furthermore, Peter, who might have had cause to say, "Who do you think you are to rebuke me? I walked with Jesus. I was believing in Him long before you ever came on the scene. Besides that, you persecuted the church!" On the contrary, Peter saw the error or his ways and ceased from his hypocrisy later referring to him as “our beloved brother Paul”. I'm sure that Paul and Peter had a deep love for each other, but the truth of the gospel (what God accomplished in Jesus) was of more importance in both of their hearts. Paul did not let his love for Peter keep him from speaking the truth in love. I imagine that after this event, Peter was freer than ever to enjoy the fellowship of the Gentiles he had led to faith in Christ. The truth liberates. Lies bind. When we speak the truth about Jesus in love, we set people free.

� Unless otherwise noted, Scripture is taken from the NKJV, The Holy Bible, New King James Version Copyright © 1982 by � HYPERLINK "http://nelsonbibles.com/" �Thomas Nelson, Inc�. Definitions are from Strong’s Concordance unless otherwise stated.


� Wuest's Word Studies - Wuest's Word Studies – Volume 1: Word Studies in the Greek New Testament


� All five ministry gifts are necessary in the body of Christ today. We need apostles to establish churches through teaching. We need prophets to speak forth the word of God through teaching. We need evangelists to preach the gospel through teaching. We need pastors to tend the flock of God through teaching and care. We need teachers to teach to help establish the body of Christ. All of these gifts we need to help the body of Christ become mature. However, their teachings must NEVER be given greater weight than revealed scripture. Furthemore, just because someone says, “God told me,” or “I had a vision,” or “God revealed to me,” DOES NOT MEAN IT IS TRUE. We need to evaluate EVERYTHING WE HEAR in line with the word of God and be discerning. THERE ARE WOLVES among us, some of them quite fierce who will not spare the flock but exalt themselves.
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